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Fundamentally and manifoldly my Li. of 
Downs DISSU ASIVE. 


1 ] Had obſerv'd my ſelf and was informd by o- 
thers what harm my L. of Down's DI 8- 
SU ASIVE did todivers perſons; yer I found. 
alſo that it wrought different Effects in-his Pro- 
£4. | teſtant Readers according to their reſpeGtive abi- | 
© |} lities of underſtanding. Thoſe who were tho- | 
&. | roughly Intelligent univerſally diflikt it as a very + | 
weak and ungronnded Diſcourſe 3 but the 774- 7 
ale or rather. meaner fort of Schollers who have 
ſufficient capacity to apprehend the Sexce of an 
- { Objection, yet not enough to weigh by Princt- 
ples and ſo comprehend the force of it, nor to 
diſtinguiſh between Church and Schools, much 
leſs the Sagacity to dive into the many Sophi- 
{tries', Artifices, and Indirect dealings which 
mil-ufd Rhetorick can employ to delude men:s 
| eye-light, were many of them {jartled, and eq» 
j tertain'd a high conceit of it. To which helpt, 
that their well-meaning and natnral ſincerity per- 
mitted them not to ſuſpe&t, and ſo be aware of 
any deceit in a diſcourſe manag'd all along with 
ſo-much formal Gravity and ſhowes of the great- 
eſt P;ety that could be : For a grave carriage be- *? 
| 7 A | Ss, 3 
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\ (248) % 
Ing, where Nature is not perverted wilfally, the 
proper Effe& of a ſincere Earneſtneſs and perfect 
. Seriouſneſs in the heart, and, Pzety being con- 
cetv'd to be that which ought to heighten ſuper- 

naturally that interiour diſpoſition, they are con- 

ſequently apt to breed in the obſerver of them a 

concelt of the greateſt Serzouſneſs in the world 3 

Nay even,to thoſe who are very weak and mean 

well,it gains theAﬀecter of this way ſo much Au- 

thority that it perſuades thoſe whoeſteem them 

tor it they have perfect Aſſuredneſs of what they 

{o ſoberly write or affirm. Whence follows that 

this kind of grave and ſeemingly pious demean- 
our, eſpecially if carry'd on with a Conſtancy, 

15 the moſt Effectual Engin in the world to in- 
veigle rational ſouls which are not aware of the 
cratt or by looking into Principles above it, whi- 
ther the Diſcourſer pleaſes: And I conceive our 
Country hath already ſo much felt its lamentable 
Ettects out of Pulpits in the beginning of the late 
croubles, that all refte&ers on it are ſufficiently 
warnd not to think all to be the folid gold of 
Truth which glitters with Saintly ſhows. Now. 
inthfs conſiſts the moſt efficactous part of my L, 
of Downs Di/ſuaſſucs the reſt, whether Reaſons 
or Citations being very ordinary : And, 'twas 
_ this exceeding Plauſibleneſs, and, by means of 
cs, Harmfulneſs of that Treatiſe , which 0- 
blig'd me to alter my Reſolution, and make the 
Antwer to it a fourth Appendix to Sure-footing, 
which I had refaſd to the : ſuggeſtion of my firlt 
"*H Thoughts, 


(249) | | 
Thoughts, hoping ſome other would lay it open 
more at large. But how ſhall I go about toan- 
ſiwerit : For, as Sa»pſoz's [trehgth lay in his hair, 
the weakeſt part that can be found ina ian, ſo 
the chief Virtue of the Diſſuaſtve lies in the God- 
lineſs of its ſtyle 3 which being meer - voluntary 
words and moſt unapt to make up Propoſitions 
expreſlive of connected Sence or to compile a ra- 
tional Diſcourſe, 'tis by confequence the weakeſt 
peece of performance which can poſlibly ſpring 
from a reaſonableCreature; Yet with this weapon 
I am ſooneſt beat; nothing being more averſe to 
my Genius than to Sazzt it in Scripture-phraſesa 
performance in which, I confeſs,a 2#aker would 
eaſily worſt me, and would even put the Diſſua- 
der himſelf very hard to it)eſpecially in a Coxtro- 
verſy, which ought to be a ſevere proof of the 
Truth of the point under debate. The way 
then which ſutes my humour beſt, and, as [ 
hope, is molt efficacious to conclude and fatisfy, 
is to examin by Principles whether there be force 
of Truth at the bottome, tzrounding the Diflua- 
ders long Invective. If there\be, it ought, to 
have all handſome advantages of Expreſiionsal- 

low'dit; If not, 'tisno more,as to the Harmony 
of Truth, but the running a great deal of diviſi- 
on upon no Ground. . 

2. I ſhall ſuppoſe the Reader of this Appendix 
hath already perus'd & weigh*-d the force of my 
Reaſoningsin SURE FOOTING:;which done, he 
will ealily comprehend the ſtrength of this Re- 
Ply; 


' Connexion be taken. I take therefore that me- 


EE 
ply, and the Manifold weakneſs of my L. of 


Downs DISSUASIVE. All Truths being cox- | 
xeFed, it follows that every Errour is by conſe- | 


quence oppoſit to all Truths, and They to it. 
Hence each fingle Errour lies open to be con- 
futed ay wayes, if the method of Reaſon or 


thod ; - becauſe, by its priviledge of bringing 
things to Firſt-Principles, *tis apt to undermine 
and blow up Errour from its very Foundations: 
Eight ſeveral mines I lay to perform this Effect 3 
each of which Wayes is alone ſufficient to do my 
work. 


; Firſt IL ay. 
$- fm Firſt 1s toalledge that my L. of Downs 


has not one Firſt or Self-evident Princi- 
ple to begin with, on which he builds his Diſ- 
ſuaſtve from Catholick Faith. If I wrong him, 
let him do himſelf Tight by pointing it out and 
ſhowing that *tis oppolit to our Churche's Do- 
Ctrinz which if he does, I here yield my ſelf 
abfolutely confuted: -In the mean time I have 
prov'd that Tradition's Certainty is the' Firs# 
Principle of CONTROVERSY, and am confident 
in the Invincible force of Truth that all the Wit 
in the World cannot confute that poſition. And 
if it ſtands, he is convinc't not onely to wart 
the: Firſt Principle of the Science we are to 
diſcourſe in, but (his .Cauſe forcing him to re- 


nounce 


Car) 


nounce Tradition's Certainty) to go point-blank 


. | againſt ihand ſo to invalidate to our hands all he 
' | ſhall write as a Controvertiſt ; and how weakly 
| he behaves himſelf where, he goes about to lay 


other Principles, ſhall be ſhown when I come to 
anſwer his Firſt SeFion. Now, ſeeingall Reaſon 
has force by relying on the Truth of the Premiles, 
and.they are known to be true either by being 
Firſs Principles themſelves, or by being finally 
reſolvable into others which are ſuch, it follows 
there can be no irue Reaſon where there is no 
Firſt Principle, Till he ſhows us then that he 
builds his Difſuaſive on ſome Firſt Principles, it 
will follow his whole Endeavour is to difſuade 
not by way of Reaſon but Fine Words, which are 
indeed the Subſtantialleſt,ſtrongeft and not effi- 
(520us part of his whole Book. 


Secons FW ay.” 


ou wa Way is tg exclude him all right 
to alledge either Scriptures , Fathers: or 
Councils;I add,Reaſon, Hiſtory or lata nces,((See 
Corol. 12. 15,16, 18, 19.) And, tis done thus. 
All diſcourſe ſuppoſes that Certain on which it 
builds: But, if Traditzoz or the way of .convey- 
ing:down matters of Fact by the former Ages te- 
ſtifying can fail,none of theſe are Certair :. there- 
fore a Proteſtant or Renouncer of Tradition 
cannot with Reaſon pretend to diſcourſe out of 
any of theſe : that is, (Reaſon being Man's Na- | 


- 


—_— 


þ ture) he has loſt his natural right toalledge any | 7 


of- theſe in way of proof. Now, that none of | © 
theſe are Certain if Tradition be renounc't is | 7 


ſhown thus. Scripture's Letter as, to its Incor- 
ruptedneſs, nay its very Being,is Uncertain alone, 
or without Tradition,as is confeſt by Proteſtants, 


and''proov'd Sure-Footing Dilc. 3%, and 4". So } 


are Fathers and Councils too 3 For, Fathers be- 
ing Eminent Witneſlers to Immediate Poſterity 
or Children of the Charches DoGrin recezved, and 
Councils Repreſentatives of the Curch, their 
ſtrength as Proofs, nay their very Exiſtence &not 
known till the notion of Church beknown, which 
1s part of their very Definition and to which they 
relate. Nor 1s the Being or Nature 'of Church 
known, till it be Certainly known who arc truly 
Faithful or have true Faith, who not; which 
mutt be manifeſted by their having or not having 
the true Aale of Faith: Wherefore, fince the 
Properties of the Rule of Faith do all agree to 
Tradition our Rule, and none of them to theirs, 
as was evidently and at large ſhown there in my 
five firſt Diſcourſes: it follows, 'the Proteſtant 
or Renouncer of Tradition knows not what is e1- 
ther right Scripture, Father or Council; and ſo 


-ought not to meddle with them, nor alledge 


them, Again, ſince pretended Inſtances of Traditi- 
ons Failing depend on Hiſtory; & Hiſtorical Cer- 
rainty cannot be built on dead Characters but 
on Liviug8encejin men's hearts deliver'd from age 
to age that thoſe paſſages are truez that is, on 


Tradi-. 
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| Tradition; it follows, that, if the way of Tradi- 
; tion can fail, all Hiſtory is VUzcertain 3 and conſe- 


| quently,all Inſtances as being matters of Fact de- 


| pending on Hiftory. And, laſtly, ſince Reaſons are 
fetch't from the ature of things, and the beſt Na- 
tare in what it 1s,abſtraCting from diſeaſe or mad- 


| neſs, Vnalterable, is the Ground of the human: 


| part of Chriſtian Tradition,and moſt incompara- 
ble ſtrength is ſuperadded to it as it is Chriſtian 
by the ſupernaturalAſliſtances of the Holy Ghoſt 
(Diſc. 9g.) *tis a wild conceit to think any piece 
of Nature or Diſcourſe built on it can be held 


| Certain, if Tradition (eſpecially Chriſtian Tra- 
; dition) may be held Urcertair. 


Third Way. 
5. T He Third Way 1s to examin the Method 


he takes in d;ſuading.For,common ſence 
telling us tis not to be expected any ſhould be 
able to perform any thing unleſs he takes the 
right way to perform it, -tis Evidert he cannot 
be held in reaſon to have power to diſſuade, un- 
leſs the Method he takes be proper to that Et- 
fect, that is, not common: to that Effect and a con- 
trary one. Now, to diſſuade 1s to unfix the Un- 
derſtanding from what 1s held before; which in- 
cludes to make it hold or aſſert that what it held 
before Certain is Falſe or at leaſt Uncertain. The 
Way then he takes muſt be evidently able to ob- 
lige to ſome kind of 4/ezt, nay, as he handles it 


La 


(tor, I ſuppoſe he aims to make them hold as 
; a Prote- 


7 C03 _ .. Feng 
Proteſtants) to Aſſent to the contrary; which 
therefore muſt needs require the Evidenteſt Me- 


thod imaginable, obliging their Reaſon to con-. 


clude that a man who takes this way of Difcourſe 
cannot but make good what he fayes3 at leaſt, 
that it may beſtrongly hop't from his method he 
will doit. This refle&ed on, let us weigh the 
Method my Lf. takes in his Difſuaſivez and, if 
it be Evident to every ordinary capacity, that, 
as to the Godly part of it, the @akers out-do 
him3 and, as to its quoting part the SmeFym- 
mans usd the ſame againſt the Proteſtants to con- 
fute Epiſcopacy (for They too quoted and 
gloſs d Scriptures and Fathers both ) and indeed 
every Sett that has not yet ſhaken of the ſhame to 
diſreſpe&t all Antiquity 3 then 'tis alſo Evident 
that this Method is Common to thoſe Diſcourſes 
which have in them power to fatisfy the Under- 
ſtanding, and thoſe who have 0 ſuch power, 
Now, that being moſt evidently zo Method or 
Way to ſuch an Effect , which many follow and 
take, yet arrive ot at: that Effe&, *tis plain to 
Common Sence «that my Ld. of Downs miſcalls 
his Book a Diſfzaſive and that it can have init 
20 power of moving the Underſtanding one way 
or other, unleſs he can firſt vouch ſome Particu*- 
larity in the Method he takes above whats 1n 
others, in which weexperience miſcarriage, and 
himſelf profeſles we, though taking it, miſcarry 
init. Letus then ſearch after this Particularity 
in his way of writing. Is it that he _—_ ſome 
| ronger 
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(255) | 
ſtronger or mote- unavoidable ſort of. Teſtitmo- 
nies then were ever yet product by others ? No: 
Every Scholler ſeesthey are ſo common that they 
have been hundreds of times produc't, and him- 
telf (p. 1. & 2.) acknowledges their vulgar- . 
neſs. But perhaps he invalidates all the Anſwers 
our Controvertiſts have given to thoſe Teſtimos 
nies and preſſes them farther againſt us, beyond 
what any has done yet! Quite contrary, He 
barely and rawly puts them down asif this were 
the very firſt time they had ſeen light, nor takes 
the leaſt notice of any Anſwer at all given to 
thein formerly. Butit may be he layes Grounds 
to diſtinguiſh and preſs home his Teſtimonies, 
and fo gives them their full weight which others 
have not done. Alas,no I fear he never thinks 
of that, but judges ( if we may conclude from 
his carriage ) the deed done, ſo he but quote 3 
nor canT fee oze Principle laid in his whole Book 
{trengthening any one Teſtimony by bringing it 
to its Ground, Experimental Knowledge in the 
Authour he cites, that the Churches conſtant 
Voice and Practice manifeſted this her Sence 3 
but as they are put down careleſly, fo they are 
paſt over flubberingly, without the leaſt enfor- 
cing them by way of laying Principles : Is he at 
teaſt Particular in his Sincerity and Ingenuity ? 


I know not bow they will be ſatisfied with it 


who read his late Adverfary Impeaching him tor 
the contrary Vices, and ſome palliges in this 
prefent Appendix, Whers lies then this Partz- 


cularity + 


 Inconcluſive Talk which fivell his Book, and | 


.... C290) 
cularity in his Method, without which his Diſ- p35! 
ſaaſive can never in reaſon be held Creditable 2 | Ut 
T ſpeak ingenuoully and from my heart ; All the vir 


\ Particularity I can obſerve in it lies in theſe two j15, 


things 3 Firlt, that he huddles together multi- pol 
tudes of his own ſayings, without any pretence | Th 
of proof for the moſt part, and when he brings Tr 
any they are ſuch as we have ſpoken of. Next, 
that inſead of enforcing his Proofs by way of 9%! 
Reaſon, heoverflowes ſtrangely with godly lan- VET 
guage and Scripture-phraſes 3 with which plau- 20 
fible manner of Expreſſion moſt unreaſonably 
and unnaturally he ſtrives to combat the Wills of 
his Readers, before he hath brought any thing cul: 
able to ſatisfy their Underſtandings. 

6. Yet, though his Method have zo particu- [OFT 
larity in it as to its gzotizg part, who knows but | / 
It may be very particular as to its Rational part, 
that 1s, full of Proofs which conclude evidently 
or Demonſtrations! But I am fo far from feeling | 
the force of any oe ſuch Proof in his whole Book Þ*. 
that I cannot diſcern its very Exiſtence, or even 
any Attempt of that kind; and 1 dareaftirm my 
L4, of Downs never meant it or dream't of it. If 
he have any ſach'I requeſt his Ly. would in | 
his Reply ſingle them out from all the Pious and | 


promiſe them very heartily to lend them a due 
and refpetful Confideration. But I am ſure he 
will neither pretend he has any, nor attempt the [/ 
having any if hebut refle& that a Demonſtration 

| 1s 


Oo 3 
isu/Proof which has'in it a virtue of obligine the 
Underſtanding to 4fert, and that it obtains this. 
yirtue by building on 1-trixſecal Atedinnis5 that 
is, On: Proper Canſes or EffeFs , of which -tis/ im- 
poſſible the one ſhould be. without the,other. 
This tearing Method onely the Champions of 
Truth dare take, and the Defenders of Errour 
ſt avoid under penalty of having their Cauſe 
quite ruin'd and cruſh't to pieces. And this ſe- 
vere Method of finding Truth, relying on the 
Goodneſs of my Cauſe, I fear not to take and 
ſticktoin Sxre-Footing as appears there by my 
Trarſition: which ſufficiently ſhows the Parti- 
cularity of xy Method ; I expe&t now my Ld. of 
Downs would ſhow me the particularity of h3s, 
or.renourice all right and Title to Difſuade. 

7. T have been ſomething longer about Jaying 


open the Neceſlity of a Proper Method to dif- 
yade ere one can in reaſon hope to perform that 
Effe@, becauſe I ſee plainly that, in the purſuit of 
Truth, 2ethod is in a manner ALL ; and, that 
'tis 1inpoſſhible any Controverly ſhould hover 
ong in debate if a right Jethod of concluding 
»vidently were carefully taken and faithfully 
held to. I have told my £4. of Dowr: where he 
may fee nine 3 and I deſite him earneſtly as he 
loves Truth either to. admit it as Conclyſive and 
follow it,. or {how it Inconcluſroc and propoſe 
$ a better to begin. and proceed ivith Evidently : 
And, that I may more efficaciouſly endeavour 
to brirz him, nay proyoke Fa as far as [nay 
| IP | with 
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' wich Civility, to a Method particular and pro- 


per to diſſuade, I declare here before all the 
world that I know his Cauſe to. be ſo unable to 
bear it, and hope himſelf is fo. prudent, that. he 
w1ll never either venture to allow our Method 
competent to conclude evidently , nor yet go a- 
bout to eſtabliſh a better of his own. 


Fourth Way. 


a bw fourth Way of diſanulling my Lys 


whole Endeavours, is to ſpeak ad homizen 

. and challenge him thus. Your Grounds allow 
\neither Fathers to be 7»fallible in any Teſtimo- 
ny\ you produce from them to diſſuade with , 

nor;,yet your ſelf in interpreting Scripturez nor 

(IcGnceive) will you fay that you ſee with In- 

fallibJc Certainty any Propoſition you go about 

to degluce by Reaſon (if there be any ſuch in 


your/ Diſluative) to be neceſlarily conſequent 


from any Firſt or Self-evident Principle, there- 
f-ore You are Certain of nothing you alledge in 


- your whole Book. If then His Lordſhip would 


pleaſe to ſpeak out candidly, he ought to ſay 3 
T know not Certainly that any thing I ſay againſt 
your Religion is true, yet notwithſtanding T would 
fain diſſuade yog from holding the Faith of your 
Forefathers, and to relinquiſh a Religion you judge 
unalterable and hope to be ſau'd by holding it. 
Which were it profeſt and deliverd ingenuouſly 


as it hes .at the yery bottome of his hearr, 
= | | his 


- fo : 
his LP* Diſfnaſfve would be a pleaſant piece, 
and loſe all power to moye any Child of com- 
'mon Sence, nay the vulgar Reaſon. of the 
wild 7riſþ would be too hard for it. Now, that 
this ought in due candour to be profelt, in- caſe . 
neither the Fathers nor Himſelf be Infallible in 
any ſaying or Proof of theirs; is thus Evidehe't. 
For, fince to be Infa/lible 71 None, hic &* munc, 
(taking in the whole Complexion of aſliſtipg 
Circumſtances ) is the ſame as to be hc & znnc 
Fallible ir All, or Each, and if they be Fallible 
ot may be deceived in Each, they can be Sxre of 
None; it follows that who proteſles the Fathers 
& Himſelf (though uſing all the means he can to 

ſecure him from Errour ) Fallzble in Each,muſt,if 
he will ſpeak out like an honeſt man, confeſs be 

Is Sure of None. Let then iny Ls. of Downs et- 
ther vouch Infallible Certainty in himſelfreaſon- 
ing or Interpreting, or in the Authorities. he cites, 
(TI mean Infallible conſidering their eudeayours in 
complexion with all the means on foot in the 
world to preſerve thei ſo) or elſe confeſs thag, 
notwithſtanding all means us'd by them the are 
in each Saying and Proof Fallible, and fo him- 
ſelf are of never a Motive he brings to diſſuade 
with. Now, to ſee ſo Eminent a Writer and 
choſen out on purpoſe (as he profeſles ) by the . 
whote Church of Ireland, go about to combat a 
ſettled Perſuaſion, held ſacred, unalterable, de- 

ſcending fromChriſt byAtteſtation of Forefathers 

the Way to Bliks, &c{- and bripg no better Argu- 
: 48 3/ ments 
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. open ( which is here perform'd) as good a Per- 


- Faith. . Such advantage Catholick* Faith gains 


| (260) 
ments 'to do it but ſuch as are (were he put to 
declate it and would ſpeak out) conftffedly Vn- 


certain, is ſo far from being a competent Diſſha-. 


foe from Catholick Faith , that *tis when laid 


ſaaſroc for the Generality of Catholicks to hold 
ſtedfaſtly to it as man's Wit can invent; and far 
better to the weaker fort of Speculaters than to 
dgmonſtrate the -Infallibility of the Ground of 


by the Oppoſition from her Adverfaries, if'they 
be rightly handled, and their' Diſcourſes brought 
to Grounds. ES Fo 


gr Fifth Way is built on the fourth, . of, 
| 4 indeedon the Proteſtants voluntary Con- 
ceſſion.. For they:granting they have no Demon- 
ſtration for the Grownd of their Faith , mult ſay 
they have onely.Probability, and: conſequently 
that Faith quoad nos if Uncertain ; or (to uſe 
theff own Expreſſion) that Faith inrus isan Aflent 
fi 072 ſubeſt dubinne, of which we have #0 doubt, 


yet cai poteſt ſubeſſe falſur, or peſſrble to be falſe, 
which amounts to this that Faith at /arge 1s but} 
highly probable, much lefſe their Faith as con-}Þ 
tradiſtinguiſhe from ours. Probabilities then be-| 
ing of fuch a Nature that they do:not abſolutely 
weigh down the ſcale of our Judgment) I mea 
While they .are ſeen'to be but Probabilicies as is 
"I0S-4 my 


pry 
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my I's caſe:) it follows .that- if there-be- Pro- | 
babilities tor the other ſide, the way to diſſuade: 
from It is to put all thoſe probakle reaſons in the. 
oppolit ballance, and then, by comparing 
them, ſhow theyghave #0 conſiderable weight,. 
counterposd to thoſe/ he brings for þ;s Te- 
net. Now , that there is zo Probability for 
our fide is very hard to be ſaid, fince the 
whole world ſees. plainly we ſtill maintain the, 
Field againſt them, nay dare pretend without 
fearing.anablolute baffle ( which muſt needs fol- 
low had wenot at leaſt Probabilities to befriend. . 
us) that our Grounds are Evidently and De- 
monſtrably Certain; nay more, dare venture to 
take: the molt. clearing Method imaginable to 
ftand or fall-by; and withal.are bold to challenge 
them that they, have.zs Evident Grounds to be- 
in with,nor dare venture to, purſue that eviden- 
Cing Method. But my L45 own words in his L-, 
berty' of Praphecying., Set. 20. 0.2. will be- 
yond all confate\ evince it, ad bowinem at leait, 
that we have Probabilities, and thoſe ſtrong ones 
too bn ous ſide. I pick' out-ſome, leaving out 
other. weighty ones which hisExpreſſions had too 
mach deform'd., - His words are theſe. Such 


| as are the Beauty and Splendor of their Church 3 
their pompous Service ; the Statelineſs and Solem- 


xity of the Hierarchy; their name of C A T H 0- 
LIG K, whichthey ſuppoſe their own dye and ta 
concern 0 other ſort of Chriſtians E he ought have 
faid, which the ftabliſht We of the word and de- 


$3 rivd 


x —_ | 
riv'd dowe to the Succeſſours of thoſe who firſt had 
that Name, forces all, even their Adverſaries, ta 


give there when they ſpeak naturally; and makes © 


them deſpair of obtaining it for themſelves ) The 


Antiquity of many of their DoGgins 5 The Gonti- 


7141 Succelſuan of their Biſhops 5 their Immediate 


derivation from the Apoſtles;the Title to ſucceed 8, 


PeterztheultiteudandVariety of peeple which are 
of their Perſuaſion; Apparent Conſent with Antiqui- 
ty in manyCeremonials which other Churches have 
rejedted ; a pretended and ſometimes an apparent 
Conſent with ſome elder ages in many matters 
Do@Frinal , the great Conſent of one part with an- 
other in that which moſt of them affirm to be de 
fide 5 the great Differences which are commenced. 


amongſt their Adverſuries : Their happineſs in be-: | 
ing Inſtrumeuts in converting divers Nations :: | 


( he ſhould rather have ſaid, All) The Advanta- 


ges of Monarchical Government, the benefit of ; 


which as well as the Inconveniences they dayly.'en- 
Joy 5 the Piety and Auſterity of their Religious 
Orders of men and women 3 the Single Life of their, 
Prieſts and Biſhops, the ſeverity of #heir Faſts 
and their Exterior Obſervances 5 the known Ho- 


lineſ: of ſore of theſe perſons whoſe Tiſtitutes- | 


zhe Religions Perſons pretend to imitate, Kc. 
After which he ſubjoyns. Theſe things and di- 


verſe others may very eaſily perſuade perſons of ; 


wuch reaſon and more' picty ts retain that which 
they know to have been the Religion of their Fore- 
fathers, which had a@ual Poſſeſzon aud Seizure 
of men's Underſtandiags before the oppoſit Profeſ- 
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frons had a name. Thushe. By which words 
*tis Evident we have Probabilities and high ones 
too, on our ſide; elſe how could they be able 
very eaſily to perſuade perſbns of much reafon 2 
eſpecially, they having as he ſayes more piety; 
or more then much, that is very much ; which 
argues rather that thoſe motives for Catholick 


| Faith were ſatable to Piety or Truths; ot at leaſt 
| exceedingly-ſeeming-Pious; ſo as the great Piety 
| of thoſe perſons, *neither checket at the practice 
J accqrding to thoſe Motives, nor their zz#ch Rea- 

ſor Teach't to a diſcovery of their Fallaciousnels, 


| 


Whence, we may gather farther than thoſe Mo- 
tives ſo ſtanding for us, are tobe rankt in the 


| higheſt degree of Probability. For ſince thoſe 


{ Perfonsare confeſt tobe very Piows, that is, very 


| Good, and, ſo,. unapt to be byaſt by Paf- 


ſion, and withal to have much Reaſon, 'tis plain 


{ the Cauſe of their Aſſent to Catholick Faith 
4 muſt be look't for in the Object, and have a 


wonderful appearance at leaſt of Evidence or 


higheſt Probability which is able to conquer and 


7 fatisfy ſo Rational and ſincere Underſtanding. 
4 This being ſo, my L4. cannot in reaſon own him- 
Z ſelf a Difſuader, nor pretend his Diſcourſe has 
7 power to diſſuade any from our Faith, unlels he 
4 putdownthe whole force of what we build our 
; Faith on together with his motives why he 
| judges it falfe, and then compare or weigh thoſe 

teaſons together, and ſo conclude his abſolutely 


preponderating, ' I doubt thoſe very motives 
S 4 deliverd 
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deliverd faintly by himſelf though an hes ſary; 


are ſuch, as, had he laid _ open at large /as 


he does his own Objections, he would have been 
infinitely puzzled to find others to overballance 
them with any ſhow of Reaſon. But I will not. 
put him upon 1o large a taſk :. Let him onely. 
conlider on what Grounds the Rule of our Faith 
1s built, to wit on ſenſible and unmiſtgkable mat- 
cterof Fact from age to age, and this unmiſtaka- 
bleneſs confirn'd ſupernaturally by the CFD 
of the Thing, obliging the; Beleevers beſt, c 

to preſerve it, and by the Gpadneſs implatl ed, 
in their hearts by Chriſt's Dodrin, which kent) 
lively,, awake . that, care (as,it is, at largy laid. 

open in. Sure-Footing ) and. then compare! It: 
with Deſcanting Upon. Scriptures: Letter by fu 
man; Skills, which.,is.the Ground, of the. Prote-) 

ſtants, Faith as contra- diſtiogauth't t from ougs, (or. 

rather of their Diſſent or negattive.Tenets) and 

ſhow thoſe Grounds. preponderating ours, and. 

then his Reader will have.lome encouragement, 

to heed his Ditſuaſive, otyerwie he cqhhayh: 


Sixth Way.. | : | 476 


10. A Sixth way: is to F Wola” of, dis Lt, if he 
will undertake the pretended Evidences 

he oe :es whether Reaſons or. Citations-have: 
not alſo been ( pretended at, leaſt to be) anſwer-. 
ca _ Ledrned men: ON our fi de, and that Gi 
iy In - 
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| Ipdifferept part of the. world have judg'd the 
| | Catholicks were fo evidently concluded againſt 
by the. Proteſtants, that they were: not able in 
reaſon to reply. However he ought ta have al» 
ledgd that in the Evidences he brings the Pro- 
teſtants have had the /aſ# Reply, that ſoar leaſt 
there may.be ſome fleight conjefural /ikel;hood 
they. were Unanſwerable or Convidive. ' This, 
I ſay, ſeems in reaſon fit to have been voucht, 
and (" as Natural Method. requires it.) plac't at 
the very Entrance of his Book, ſo togive the 
Reader ſome fajnt hopes: his peruſing it might be 
perhaps to ſome purpoſe. What does my L. of 
Downs 2 He profeſles at the very beginning of 
his Intradudion the dired contrary 3 For hecon- 
feſles thereithat the Evidences on both ſides ( in 
queſtions -of* ditierence ' between our' Churthes ) 
have been ſp often produg'ty &c. Tt will feemal- . 
moſt impoſſible to produce any new matter, or if 
wecould.:(oblerve how: unlikely he makes it 
he, ſhauld conclude any: thing )- if will not be 
probable that what can be newly alledg'd can pre- 
' wail moretbar dl} which already hath been ſo ofgert 
1 wrg'd intheſe Oueſtions;He ſhould afterthe wofds 
* [ſo ofterminrg'd,) hawutiadded and never anſwer'd, 
; atherwiſe:the-oftex zrging' ſignifies nothing as to 
7 Conviftiveneſs.' Yet;. careleſs. of this, he pro- 
| ceeds5 But we are not deterr'd from doing our du- 
| ty by. any: ſuch conſiderations, 'as knvwing that 
| the ſame medicaments,” &c. Which,” waving the 
| pious Rhetorick, ta any — 
BEE Oy © «4 Igni-- 


And, 


(266) 
Genifies diretly as much as if he ſhould profeſs, 
7 am reſold to write a Book againſt the Papiſts 
whatever comes 0't , or whether it be to purpoſe 
or n0. For; toconfels he brings.nothing but com- 
mor. objeftions without undertaking to manifeſt 
they were never fatisfaftorily anſwer-d, is to 


_ carry it as if meerly to traxſcribe were ſufficient 


tg convince; eſpetially, fince the being ofter: 
arg d;1s a yery probable Argument they have 
been alfo often anſwer d. | | 


'& eventh IWay. 


:1,T He Seventh way to. .confute him'isto ran 


- - overhis whole Book, bringing it into Heads; | 
and then by diſabling thoſe Heads, overthrow | 


the Book it ſelf; noting firſt that I guid my 
Quotations by its Third Edition in OZavp. 


" Firſt then we will diſtinguiſh it into:the Aar- | 


zer: of His-Diſſuaſive, that is; thoſe things on 
which he'builds his pretence of Diſſuading 3 and 
the arrer of it, or the Way hetakes to ma- 
nage that matter, | 


The matter is divided into his Authoritiesand | 
bis Reaſons: Wee'l begin with his Authorities. | 
becauſe we have found and ' ſhew'd {| 


Dr. Pierce's ſofam'd Sermon to be the very 1dea 
of incfhicacious quoting :*tis but reaſon we ſhould | 
manifeſt how the Diſraſtve participates of its Na- 

ture, by ragking the Citations produc't in it = 
. | * er 
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der thoſe ten faulty Heads which comprehend- 
ed the other's Authorities. item oils 


To the Firſt Head belong that of Sevexſpy p.21, 
and 49. ' Thoſe two p. 34..; Thoſe p. 46, and 522 
Haldonat's p.55. Thoſe p. 68. | Fhaſe noted. 
with 6, c. d, e, and. p. 88. .4ncas Sylviunp,8g., 
Thoſe three ſo malicioufly and wilfully miſrepre-, 
ſenting the Catholick Tenet, p. 94. ':To which 
add that of S. John: p. 104.:, That cluſter of Ci- 
tations p. 111, and that which follows. -E /uthe-; 
rimzand S. Ambroſe p. 113. His Scripture p-121.; 
His general muſter of ſuch as wiſh't.reformation 
of manners in the Church 125, 126. Now.-to 
vindicate theſe Teſtimonies his Le. fhould 
ſhow to what purpoſe as a Controvertiſt he al- 
ledg'd theſe, mare than for ſhow. EF noje that 


- Hall theſe fall alſo under the 2a, and 34. Head, and 
| perhaps diverſe of the others; ': 39k 


| To the:29. Head appertain, Thoſe of Tere. Buſ. 


| Theop. Alexandrinws in the Preface, Text. p. 23. 


S. Cypr. and Dionyſims p. 57. Ambtoſe, Hilary 


_ [and Macaries p. 58. Olympiodorns and þeo p.59: 


5p. 69. Euſebive and* Mararias. 'Þ. 70: Fphren 
3 and-Naziarg.p. 71. Thoſleip. 83, and 8. 0r1- 
| grreip. 85. Lyrs and thoſe noted g,h, 5,4, 1; 
3 p.88,8 89. Fhe Council of E[beris and S. Anſti: 
| p. 100. Exprige, p. 110, ayd 114. Thoſe p. 115, 
| and 116, Againſt all theſe 'tis charg'd that they 


are raw and unapply'd, onely ſaying ſomething 
in common which comes not home to che pj 
: OO me Y here- 
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Wherefore to validate them His Le. muſt ſhow | 
the contrary. 
To the third belong thoſe p. 28. Thoſe p. 42. 


Tanocent. p. 47, and p. g2- Clemens and Origen. | 


p- 9g- Epiph. p. too. Thoſe p. 104, 10$ 


106, 107. The Extravagants p. 113. Thoſe | 


P- 117. and 123. Chryſoft. p. 119. Oftheſe he 


is to ſhow that he has levell' I them directly at a | 
queſtion rightly ſtated. I charge him with the | 


contrary, and add that moſt of' hisother Cita- 
tions fall under this Faulty Head. 

' Under the 4'* are rank't thoſe p. 29,30. Thoſe 
P- 49+ 50, 51, 56. Lombard p. 64. 4 caſtro p167. 

8. Anſtin p. 73. S. Gregory p. 118. Caus. p.I19. 


Theſe either 1 Impugn 4 'Word for a Thing, or | 
ſome Circumſtance "ar Mannoy: _ the Sub-| | 


ſtance. 
Under the 5th the whole pag- ”—_ ani alt 


thoſe p. 62. which ate evidently —_—— 5 and, | >| 


ſo, Incoycluſive. - 
Under the ſ1xth- are compretiended his F ine 


P- 20. and his Second p. 21. Belarmin and Ger-| 


fon p. 24. Albertus p. 43. Rofſenſis "and Polydo#!} 
Virgil. 45; His firſt Citation-p. 64. Which we] 


affirm to bEthe Sayings of private Authours,or® 
Schoolmen which others do or may contradict. 
To this Head alſo belong all thoſe in a manner? 
in his two laſt capes, that 1 I, in the better: 


half of his Book. 


' To'the 7th Head are claw that of S. A : 


broſe in his Preface, 'S. fin p P- 5 and 6. Ofthe 
Empe- 
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Emperours p.12. Leothe 10%. þ, 16. Piusthe 4th. 


p- 17. the Epheſiz: Council.p. 23. The Council of 
Treit p. 25. Thoſe tbree p. 37. Naziens. p58. 


| Tertall. p. 69. The two firſt p. 73. Thoſe three 
! p. 87. and that p. 90. Thoſe firſt p. 98. S. Greg. 
| p. 100.” His deſcant oh the. 7th Synod p. 101. 
| 102, I03. Symmachus p. 114, . And, laſtly, my 


Ld. of Downs his Teftimony of himſelf the page 


! before the Title page, ſo ſtrangely miſtepreſent- 


ing the Minde of that Frontiſpiece. Theſe I af- 
firm to be falſe and not to ſignify the thing 
they are exprefly quoted for. Diverſe of them 
alſo are direct Diſingenuities, with a craft in the 
managing of them which argues deſign, and are 


| Inexcuſable by miſtake, 


To the Eighth belong thoſe of Athanaſius, La- 


| Fantins and Origen in the Preface. S. Chryſoſtowe 


P- 72. Theodoret and Gelaſins p. 74. In which *tis 
eaſy to be made appear,the wordsare ambiguous. 

Thoſe of the gtb,* or Sayings of Writers on his 
own ſide are not worth mentioning : aor yet the 
och, or pieces of Scripture interpreted by him- 
ſelf; unleſs he will ſhow us he proceeds on Eyi- 


{ dent Principles in @ncing them, which ſo force 
} the meaning he gives them that they can poſhbly 
| bear no other. Till he does this, all his gloſfes 


*7 are prgſumable to have no other foundation but 


3 meer ſtrength of Fancy ; and ſince he profeſſe: 
7 (p- 9.) that his Difnaftve wholly relies. on Scrip- 
| ture, that is on the ſexce he conceives it to have, 


the common mode of interpreting Scripture by 
| Fanc: 
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Fancy which reigns fo in the world, will make] 


- any ſober man doubt, unleſs he ſhow us the evi-J © 
dent Principles which neceſſitated his Interpre-}j * 


tation, that his whole” Diſſuaiive is perfe&ly| 
built on his own Imagination. [Et ee 
The Diſſuaſive hath two or three other faulty 
Heads of Citations beſides thoſe mention d ; as 
Unanthentick ones: ſuch is Origen p. 98. and 
that againlt the 7%, Synod p. 103. Thoſe alſo 
which cite an-Authour 'but no place where they 
'are to be found as S. Cyril p. 99, And laſtly, 
- brought to impugn Faith, but ſpeaking onely of 


' Alterable praCices, as thoſe p. 123. which he ts| 


'to ſhow Authentick , . well-cited and Pertinent ; 
And as well of theſe as the former he is to make 
good if he will go to work like a ſolid man that 


to 


they have in them the true nature of Te- 
{timonies, and ſuch Certainty as may ſafely 


be rely'd on for Principles! of thoſe ſerions | 
Diſcourſes he makes upon them. See Sure-Foot- 


ing p. 172,173, 174. 


12.But that I may do right to the Diſſnader, I | 


am to confeſs ingenuoufly that he has in him 


one Citation which hath in it the true nature ofa | 


Teſtimony, or depending on the Authour's Know- 


ledge had by Sexce of the. preſent DoGtrin of the | 


Church at that time. Now, though itbe the 


Teſtimony only of one ſingle Father, and fo I | 
am not in ſeverity bound by Catholick Grounds | 


which vouch onely Conſenſus Patrum, ( which 
T underſtand to mean a Conſent of ſo many _ 
0 


| fo qualify'd as is apt to convince) to anſiver it; 


, ty, that I will even remit ſomething of my own 


| to ſome degree, and that all who are Saznts are 


| Churches common language affirming conſtantly 

| the Saints are in Heaven, and never that the 

" Saints arein Purgatory, but the Soxls onely, 'tis 

{ manifeſt*that the words are as exprefly for us as 
we our ſelves could invent or wiſh. 


| as plaina declaration of the Faith of our Church 
| at preſent as any now-adayes Catholick could 


|| pronounce. 


fl 
_ 
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and not at all by Proteſtant Grounds which yield 
them all Fallible ; yet I have that reggrd for any 
thing that tends ( though remotely |) to Solids- 


advantage to give it a reſpe&ful Conſideration. 
The Teſtimony 4 of Gernadins cited by my L. 
p- 58, & 59. thus. For, after Chriſt*s Aſcenſion 
into Heaven the Souls of all Saints are with Chriſt, 
and going from the body they go to Chriſt, expedt- 
ing the reſurreFion of their body, with it to paſs 
into the perfeFion of perpetual bliſs. To which 
my L4, fubjoyns, and this he delivers as the 
Do@rin of the. Catholick, Church. I take this 
excellent Teſtimony as put down -by himſelf, 
to do which the uſage of St. Greg. Nazzanzer's 
immediately foregoing , gives me ſmall encou- - 
ragement. In anſwer then, I affirm that this Te- 
ſtimony ſo inſiſted and rely'd on as againſt' us, is 


For, fince no Catholick holds that 
any goes to Purgatory but they who die Simmers 


with Chriſt in Heaven, as is evident by the 


Thope it will got wrogMethod,if on this occaſion 
i 


\ 


I ſhow how Proteſtarit Writers ſpeed when they 
bring againſt-us any Teſtimony of a Father 
ſpeaking as a Father, that is, declaring that he 
delivers the ſence of the Catholick Churchs 


however in qther Teſtimonies which ſpeak not | 


narratively, -or matterof Fact, the very nature 
of words joynd with the variety of their Circum- 
Nances muſt needs afford room for ambiguity 
and ſeveral Gloſſes. I affirm then that this Te- 
ſtimony not onely isnot in the leaſt oppoſit to us, 
but is direQly oppoſit to the Proteſtants: in ano- 
ther point of -Faithin which we differ. To diſ- 
cover this Jet us reflett on the words [_ After 
Chriſt's Aſcenſvon into Heaven the Souls of 'all 


Saints are with Chrift,] and ask what mean | 
theſe words After Chriſts Aſcenſion? And firlt *tis |: 
Evident it puts a diſtinction between the Souls of | 
Saints before Chriſts Aſcenſion and After it in ſome | 


Reſped, and what 1s this Reſpect ? moſt ex- 
prefly this that the Souls of the Saints Afier 
Chrift*s Aſcenſion go from the body to Chriſt, that 


1s, that before the' Aſcenſion none did. The as« : 


vow-d Doctrin of the Catholick Church, pro- 


teſſing thar thoſe who die Saints in the Law of | 


Grace go ſtraight to- Heaven, but that the beſt 
Saints before our Saviours dyiag for them and Af- 
cending with tkem,did not. Whencealſo we hold 
that Chriſt's deſcending i3to Hell, was to free 


thern from that State of Suſpercce and Want ot |} 


their ſtrongly defir-d and hopet for Bliſs. Ac- 


cording to that Hymn of $, Ambroſe and. 4%- | 


geftir, 
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auſtin, i in the Comimon-prayer-book, ſo oft faid 
over by rote but never refleted on, Whey thou 
hadſt overcame the Sharpneſs of death thou didjt 
oper the Kingdome of Heatjen to all Believers : 


| Signifying plainly that no Believers found Heaven 


open for them till after Chriſt's death. By the 
Succeſs of this:'one Teſtimony 1s ſeen how utterly 
the Proteſtant Cauſe would be overthrown by 
way of Teſtimony as well as Reaſon, were Cita- 
tions diſtinguiſh't, brought to Grounds, and thoſe 
onely admitted from the Fathers ini which 'tis 
manifeſt they ſpeak as Fathers or Witneſlers 
of what js the preſent Churches doftrin. - | 
.Tocloſe up this Diſcourſe about the Diſſa- 
der's Citations. He is to: ſhow us firſt that they 


fall not under the F aulty Heads to.which they 
{are reſpectively aflign'd , of under diverſe others 
Lof thoſe Heads. Next, "that they have it them 


the nature of T, eftimonies: And, laſtly, (which 
is yet harder) that though they have in them the 
nature.of Teſtimonies, their Anthority is Cert airs 


Jand, their language #zambiguons lo that they 


Jof a. ſolid Diſcourſe 3 This if he ſhows of any one 
(citation which ſtrikes at.our Faith, I promiſe him 


may be ſafely rely'd on for Principles or Grounds 


very heartily ro ſubſcribe to the vemny of all 
me reſft;:..:. ,. 
. $2, Thus much for his Authorities. Next ſhould 


follow aRefutation ofhis Rexſons produc't againſt 


our Faith;  for,:;as for thoſe againſt our School- 


[Divites of Caluiſts* they cqncerhi Hot ins a5a Con- 


T FrOver: 


ot 
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trovertiſt : Let him:and:them fight it out. Now, 
Reaſons that-ſtrike 'at our Faith muſt either be } ,. 
againſt the! Ground of Faith, and thoſe ſhall be || *; 
conlider'd in my Anſwer'to his Firſt Section; or | 

againſt ;poizts of Faith: And thele, may pro- | A 
ceed two wayes3 Firſt by ſhowing thoſe points | ay 
Incomprehenftble to our Natural Reaſon, or un- | T 
ſurable to'aur Fanzy 5: and this way he frequent- || . 


iy takes; making a great deal of game upon ſuck q fo 
ſubjects, as any Atheiſt may do by the ſame way || * 


in points common to him and us. . But this hurts |} | 
usnot in the leaſt; in regard we-hold not Myſte- | of 
ries of Faith Objects of Human Reaſon ; nor | , 
Spiritual Things the Objects of Fancy 3 'and,ſo, | 
theſe 'Reaſons need no farther Anſwer. The o- | Ne 
ther'way Reaſons againſt Points of Faith may pro- | © 
ceed,is toſhow thoſe Points contradictory to ſome | 
Evident Principles,at leaſt to ſome other known | k 
or elſe acknowledg'd Truth? And theſe were | Fy 
worth anſwering; But ſuch as theſe I find none in [© 
his whole Book, rather that he builds his fleighr | 7 
Deſcants-or Diſcourſes on ſome controvertible | cls 
Text or Citation, relying on them as firmly as it | 
they were Firlt Principles. : 
Indeed p. 65. the Diſtuader tells us of a De- F 
»onſtration of his for the Novelty of Tranſub- | R 
ſtantion and that a plair one too: Bur, I} $ a 
ſha] manifeſt ſhortly from the very words of the | T 
Author Peter Lombard, on which his Plain De-{. 
monſtration relies, that tis either a plaiz miſtake |. 
or plain Abuſe of him 3 nay argues the dire& con-| 6hi 
trary to what the Difluader product it for. ET 


, 
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Some Conſequences alſo he deduces' ad bo- 


A minen againft diverſe points of our F aith, \built 
- | on our own Conceflions or Allow'd Traths taken 


| from the Fathers; by which he attempts'to over- 


| chrowir : But theſe Conſequences are ſo ſtrange- 


| ly Incooſequer, and thoſe tenets he would-coun- 
or, wat ſo far from ContradiQtory; that *tis'hard 
| fo tmagin whetice his Reaſon took its riſe to leap 
| into ſuch. remote Concluſions. Tle inſtance in 
! two, found p.49, and 50: That the Conflagration: 
| of the laſt day, 'and the Opinion of fome Fathers 
| that the Souls were detain'd in ſecret receptacles 
| till the day of Judgment, do both deftroy i- 


| termediate Purgatory. Which Conſequences if 


| he will make good, I will yield his whole Book 
| to be Demoaſtrative and Unanſiwerable. 
| Ina word, all the good Reaſons he brings, are - 
| caken from ſome of our Divines writing againſt 0- 
| thers, and he hach done himſelf the right ro chuſe 
I the beſt ; 5 Which Ievell-d againſt the opinion of a 
{ Iefs able Divine in ſtead of a point of F aith, mult 
{ 1ceds beara very plauſible ſhow. 
! 14. Next follows the Jammer how he ma haves 
Þþ this Matters, which in the-civillett Expreſſions I 
Juſe I muſt call fo many fleights to delnde his 
JReaders and choſe fo craftily couch:t that none 
Jbut a Scholler can diſcern the ſaare.' 

The firſt and Fundamental one is his' witfally 


- Pniſ-ſtaring theQuettion all over. As p.16.whenhe 


(; 


gconfounds the making new Symbols or Creeds, 
hich (i y_ the putting together into'a Piofeſ- 
FT 2 fon 
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fiot of [Faith' Articles formerly-held Cas did.S. | + 
Athanaſews and the Nicene Council ) with aa- ! x 
king new Articles, All his whole Seftion 39, of | f 
Tadulgences, which he makes to ſignify meerly 
thoſe which' pardons fins or pains after this life ; | 
whereas yet himſelf confeſſes p. 40. that. thole | 
were not defind by our Church. Soalſo hits next | 
Seftion of Purgatory, by which we mean a, Pe- 
nal State for thoſe whodie imperfedtly contrite, | 
and from which they are deliverable by the pray- | 
ers of the Church Militant : Inſtead of which | 
he impugns ſometimes material Fire, ſometimes |} ;F 
the duration of it, It were tedious to reckon || 
all his Faults in this kind,ſcarce one point eſcapes |; 
this voluntary mifpriſion 3 thatis, he ſcarce dil-F 
courſes ſteadily (' though perhaps he may glance} ,., 
at it accidentally) again(t one point of our Faith | # 
rightly Rated or as taken in the declarative words} 
of our Church. Now, common Honelty tel- | ,, 
ling.us that if one be to impugn any mans Te-ſj ,,,, 
net, the firſt thing natural method leads him tof]-pjs 
is to put down that man's very words profeſt by}: ,,, 
him to expreſs his Tenet, and nor what -others}} g,, 
deem, concelt or talk about, the fame mar-jj yp 
terz my L4, ought in due candour have firltf ye 
produc't'the words of the Council of Trept, and , 
then have leveld his oppoſition againſt them :F ; 
and not have told us what School-divines fayf gy; 
about the point z or ( having thus conceald theſ} ,F- 
point it ſelf ) argird againſt ſome Circumſtance þjm 
of Manner of it mltead of the Subſtance. _ $5 

thi 
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this kind of carriage fo evidently preternatura], 


= | and ſo conſtantly uſd, forces me to judge it ſprung 
| from voluntary Infincerity and not from Accident 
' || or Inadvertency, 


15.His ſecond Diſingenuity at once Evidences 


! and aggravates the former. *Tis this, that, when 
; by fuch a management he hath made the point 
! odious, he uſes to bring in our Churches Tenet 
| jn therearz and, whereas Her ſpeaking abſtrac- 
| edly frees herabſolutely from the invidious parti- 


1 caularities he would faſten on her Faith, he ( as 


S | if he had refolvd to abuſe her, right or wrong ) 
1% makes that very thing which ſhould clear her 
S! tend to diſgrace her more : As 1s ſeen p. 40. where 
| heis forc't to confeſs our Church defin'd Indwl- 
| gcrces onely in general terms (that 1s,none of his 
| former Diſcourſes lo particularizing toucht her 
or her Faith ) and then cries out the. Councll 
| dyr$t not dothis northe other : That is, ſhe dur/# 


zot do, and conſequently did not do, what all 


'his former diſcourſe would perſnade the world 
' our Church had done : Worſe then this is his In- 
1 ſtance p. 60. where after he had pretended in the 
| whole 4b. Section to impugn Purgatory, which 


he had confounded with School-opinions to p. 
45. with the time of delivery p. 48. 51. 56. with 
a ſtate of merit or demerit p. 57. 58. with his 
own Parentheſiſles p. 59. and told us ſome ſtories 
of Revelations and Apparitions which ſeem'd to 


him moſt ridiculous ; Laſtly confounded it with 


Simon Magus his Opinion, Plato's or Cicero's 


x 3 con- 


ee. en. WP 


adds, this doFrin which in all the parts of it is un- 
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congeit, -and Firgils Fiction 3 Aﬀeer all this he 


certain, and in the late Additions to it in Rome is 
certainly falſe, 5s yet with all the Faults of it paſt 


into an Article of Faith by the Council of Trent. 
Now theſe big words AU the parts of it, the late} 
Additions, All the Faults of it, and all theſe 
ſaid to be paſt into an Article of Faith by the 
Conncil of Trent, wonld make one think chat| : 
Council had defin'd all that medley he had hud-Þ 
dled together, for Chriſtian Faith 3 but looking| 
in the Counci], not a Syllable of any of theſe is to 
be found, but barely theſe few words, that There| 


3 4a Purgatory , and that the Souls there detain'd|, 
are help't by the prayers of the Faithful. Where| 
we fee but two parts at moſt, for there are but 


zwo Propofitions in the whole dufairioe ; Again, 
the late Additions which he ſayes are defin'd by 
the Council can be but oze at moſt, that is, thef 
ſecond Propoſition , that thoſe Souls are helpt| 
by the Faithfull's prayers; And laſtly, when 
he fayes this DoGrin of Purgatory with all its 

Faults is paſt by the Council into an Article ff 
Faith, the Jarge word AV its Faults can mean} 
onely the ſame ſecond Propoſition 3 there being | 


nothing defin d, beſides the very doctrin of Purga- | 


tory it felf; but this. Which kind of carriage of 
his, ſo ft niſterly deſcanting on the point all along, þ 
not pretending to put down our Tenet at all till 
towards the End, then deforming it to be a 
bundie of God knows how many Faults oy df 
or 
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for Faith, putting all theſe pon the 'Council of 
Trent, and yet avoiding to put down the words. 
of the Council at all (though fo few) leſt they 
thould diſcover he had lavith't out at randome, 
ſhow evidently the Diſſuader ſtands inot\ much 
upon Conſcience or Sincerity, ſo he can colour, 
and hide his difingenuities, and he is the greateſt 
maſter of that craft I ever yet met with. Now,to 
avoid this Calumny (it being frequent in his 
book) I diſcourſe thus, Points of Paith are Su. 
preme Truth which ſtand in the abſtrad, and ris 
the work of Divines not of the Church-Repre- 
ſentative to draw long trains of Conſequences 


from them, and dive particularly into the Man- 


ners how they are to be explicated, or into their 
Extents1f it be ſome Power : Nor is this pazticu- 
lar in the point of Indulgences or Purgatory, but 
1s found in all the other points of Faith, as every 
learned Divine knows very well. Again, *tis 
againſ{tthe Principles of Univerſal &Supream Go- 
vernment for a Church Repreſentative dctining 
Faith to deſcend out of its higheſt Sphere and en- 
gage 1n particularitics { eſpectally it they beiong 
not to them, as School-opintons donot_) but one - 
ly to order in common, | and Jeave the Applica- 
tion of their Common Orders to thoſe who are to 
execute, or to Inferiour Otficers; and, {ſhould 
they engage in particulars which are both below 
their higheſt office, and oft-times contingent and 
uncertain, they would commir the greatelt im- 


prudence in the world. Since then my L4 acknow- 


T 4 ledges 
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ledges here p. 40. that the Council: orders all 
hard and Subtil queſtions concerning Pargatory, 
all that is ſuſpeFed to be falſe, and all that is nn- 


certain, and whatever is curions and ſuperſti- 


tions, and far filthy Iucre be laid afide, he ſhould 
have ſhown that it befitted a Council's Gravity 


to deſcend to particulars, or to define negative» 
ly to the School-opinion concerning the Church- 
es Treaſure, and not rather order. n Common 
and leave it to Inferior Officers to execute as cip- 
cumſtances ſhould work upon their Prudence : 
which 1s, that in Opinions which pretend a Sub- 
ordination to and Coherence with Faith,  Di- 
vines ſhould firſt clear their Incoherence with it 
ere They engage their Authofity againſt them, 
and then to do tit efficacioufly being back't with 
the Majeſty of the Council's Orders. | | 

My L4s words that the Fathers of the Coun- 
ci] ſet their Do@ors as well as they can to defent 
all the new, curions and ſtandalous Pnucſtions, 
and to uphold the gainful trade, is indeed tothe 
purpoſe, but with2} (by his leave) an unhand- 
ſome and-moſlt falſe Calumny againſt ſo many 
Perſons of Honour and Quality 3 and ſo Invidious 
a Charge, that could he have proov'd it, he had 
not flubber'd it aver fo carelefly without offer- 
ig-any proof for it but his bare word; nor 
with a ſleight proper to himſelf, immediately af- 
ter he had directly charged it, have halfrecant- 
ed it with However it be with them : that is, whe- 


ther they did ay ſuch thing or 10, as he had ſo 


lately 


"es 
| lately and fo preſſingly challeng'd them to have 
done. And this I note as a Third Head ofhis diſ- 
| ingenuity » frequent in his Book ;* that he brings 
| vey good proofs for diverſe particulars which 
concern not our Church, but when jt comes 
| ro the very point and which direly ſtrikes at 
| her, his own bare word , We know, or, it # Cer- 
| fain, (Pp. 54-1. 22. p. 62. p. 63. p. 67. Kc.) is the 
| beſt Argument he produces. 
16. Atourth difingenuity is his Perverting wilful- 
{ Iy the Intention of Catholick Authours. How 
| he hath dealt with the Council of Trezt in the 
: two late mention'd points of Tzdiigences and 
' Purgatory is already thown. In like manner hag 
| he treated the Expurgatory Tudies ; For, where- 
- as by the word Purgari & emaculariin a Citation 
\ of his own p. 21, tis manifeſt they meant bur to 
| amend Corruptions of the late by the Antient 
| Copies, he makes as though out of gripes of 
: | Conſcience (torſooth ) that the Fathers were not 
| right 01 our fide , they had therefore purpoſely 
| gone about to corrupt the Fathers themſelves, 
](p.18. and 19.) ſo to make them on our ſide be- 
Jcauſe we could not find them ſo. An Attempt 
1impoffible to fall into head of any man not ſtark 
Imads For this altering the Fathers could not 
q have ſerv'd our turn unleſs we had made it 
Jknown and publiſh't jtz and, if made Publick 
could not be imagin'd to do the deed neither, 
for the Fraud muſt needs be made as Publick a2 
"WE Book”: So that an Action thus intended muſt 
mw 


| 


: 
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be a Human Aﬀion without a Mottve or Reaſon, 
which: 1s. a ContradiQtion. - Worſe: is what fol- 


lows p.21,.8& 22. but withal the malice of it is | 


more eafily diſcoverable : -For *tis evident by 


the particulars he mentions in thoſe Indexes. or | 


ty 
: 
£ 


S 


Tables that the Printer or Corre&er who made | 


them was an Heretick, and put in thoſe Tables || 
what his perverſneſs imagin'd was found in the | 
Fathers : Whence it was but fit his whole In-| 


dex thould be expung'd : Not that we fear the 


Fathers, but that we diſallow the wicked in- | 


tentions of the Index-maker , who abuſes the 
Fathers to 1njure us. 


So p. 62. he would make Catholikes them- | 


_ 
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ſelves diſſatisfy'd of the Ground of TranſubStanti-| 


_ ation, becauſe they ſay 'tis zot expreſs d in Scrip- 
tare - as if Catholiks held that nothing could be 


of Faith but whats gxpreſly found there 3 where-| 


as he well knows they univerſally teach and hold 
the contrary. But his abuſe of Peter Lombard 
P- 64. & 65.1s very remarkable, thaugh perhaps 
it might ſpring out .of his little Experience in 
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School-divinity. To make Tranſubſtantiation[} 


ſeem a Novelty he would perſuade his Reader 


Lombard ſayes, he could not tell whether there$, 


3% 
Tf 
& 
f 
-2Y 
Ut 
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was any Subſtantial change or #o ; Whereas that} 


Anthour Diſt. 10. brings Teſtimonies of the 
Fathers to prove it, and concludes theace that 
'Tis evident that the Subſtance of Bread is convert- 
ed into Chriſt's Body, and the Subſtance of Wint 
into his Blood, which is what the Council of 
Trent 
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Trent calls Tranſubſtantiation, And there ends that 
Diſtintion 3 After which immediately ſuccceds 


.the 11th. De modis Converſionis, Of the Manners 


| not ſufficiently define whether this Comverſipn i 


of this Converſion 3 and of theſe he ſayes he af 


Formal, or SubStantial, or of another kind, _ $0 


|. that Subſtantial here ſuppoſes the Corrverſror of 


the SubStance of Bread into Chriſt's Body, and 
is put by him onely to ſignify one of the 22arners 
of this Converſion 3 which he explicates to be, 
Sic Subſtantiam converti in SubStantiam ut hec 
efentialiter fiat illa, that one SubStance is ſo con- 
verted into another Subſtance that the one is made 
eſſentially the other. Whereas others who alſo 
hold Tranſubſtantiation do yet explicate that 
Converſion by putting the body of Chriſt to ſuc- 
ceed under the ſame Accidents in place of the 
Subſtance of Bread annihilated. Now this 
Manner of Converſion { calld by him a Subſtan- 
tial Manner, in oppolitiop to Formal, which he 
makes to be a Converſion both of Subſtance and 
Accidents,and not in Oppoſition to the change of 
one Subſtance into another ) he leaves Unde-: 
find ; but the Conyerfion it elf of the Subltance 


_ of Bread into the body of Chriſt which is our 


point, he both defines, hold, proves out cf Fa- 
thers { Ditc. 10. ) and calls them Heretjcks that 
deny it: How unfortunate is my L. to quote an 
Authour as not holding Tranſubſtantiation, then 
tocall that Citation a plain Demozſtration tat 
It was not known in his dajes; whereas he both 
pro- 
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better half his book, *Tis this that he rakes up | |? 
'fogether all the leſs ſolid or ill Opinions and Ca- |! 


will _— upon the Church her ſelf as Mi-| 
ftreſs of our Faith. ' Nay, fo ſtrangely unjuſt he} 
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profeſles to hold it, and, by alledging Fathers 7 
for it, evidences he holds it was held anciently 
and, laſtly, gives my L. fuch hard language for a 
not holding it himſelf Whether it be like- | 2 
ly my L. ſhould light by ſome accident in read- | Y' 
ing Peter Lombard onely on the 1 1th. Diſt. and | ? 
never read or light on the end of the 1oth. let | 2 
Indifferent men judge. ' I onely deſire. the Rea- O, 
der to obſerve how ill my L. comes of with his | 0 
plain Demonſtration, and to remark that he ever | - 
ſucceeds worlt when he moſt ayms at a gaod and | F: 
ſolid proof ; the reaſon of which is becauſe | ©" 
Truth being Invincible, the neerer one cloſes to bf 
grapple with her the worſe ſtill he is foil'd. [\'? 
| Thoſe few Inſtances may ſuffice for the 4th. || *2 
| Kind of the Diſſuaders diſingenuities, which is to | 7 
pervert the Intentions of his Authours; of which | ya 
. ' fort, wereit worth the pains, I would undertake | '© 
to ſhow neer an hundred jn my L4- Diſnaſcvc. | UF 
This piece of Art being now fo cuſtomary to -q 
him that 'tis even grown into a ſecond Na-fj 
ure. = RE 
17. His fifth kind of diſingenuity isa moſt wilful ro 


one and moſt frequent too, for it takes up far the}: 


ſes (and ſometimes deforms the good ones ) of ji my 
tome private Writers in the Church- which he} "6 


is in this Particular, that whereas it evidently 
5 | | clears 


RD | 
clears our Faith,. diſengages the Church, and 
ſhows it but Opinion when other Catholick Do« 
Qors uncontrolledly write againſt ſuch an Opi- 
tion or Explication, himſelf often alledges that 
| very thing which ſhould clear the Church, and 
| and makes uſe of. it to her farther diſgracez 
Firſt, making the School and Church, Private 
Opinions, or Explications and Faith all one 5 
and, at next, that the difference amongſt ſuch 
. | Opiners and Explicaters argues our difference in 
1 þ Faith 3 How ſtrange a malice isthis ! Was there 
- | everany time ſince the Apoſtles in which there 
. | were not in the Church diverſe perſons and even 
ſome Governours bad in their lives, and alſo Er- 
' þ roneous in their Opinions, when the Abſtrated- 
\ | nels of Chriſtian Faith reſtrain'd not their Un- 
: derſtandings from deſcending to particulars nor 
. þ) ſecurdthem in ſuch diſcourſes depending much 
. Þ upon human Sciences > Do not the beſt Cham- 
| |} pions of Proteſtants obje& to the Ancient Fa- 
; thers themfelves ſuch Errors in Opinions? Yet 
| noancient Heretick was everſo weak as to make 
# that an Azgument againſt the Church of thoſe 
| times.Did not many Proteſtant Writers holdma- 
Z ny Roman-Catholick Tenets, as may be ſeen at 
7 large in the Proteſtants Apology? Yet no Catho- 
7 lick in his Wits thought therefore the Church of 
= England her (elf was Roman-Catholick, I have 
4 heard that one of their Chick Eccleſiaſtical Ofh- 
E cers,namely Biſhop Filſp#,writa book purpoſely 
 tojuſtify theHo{andersRebellion againſt theKing 
| Of 
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of $pai# ;' maintaining that Subjets might in 
ſome Caſes riſe againſt their Soveraigns arid tura 
them out 'of their Government ? And yer Ca- 
tholicks are far from'that peeviſhneſs to eſteent 
the Proteſtarits difloyal tn their Principles but 
honour them highly for the contrary Vittue,even 
though they are pleaſd ro permit us their Fel- 
Fow-ſufferers for the ſame loyal Cauſe; to be 
bafd aff branded publickly for Traytors by 
&very dilloyal Scribbler. "And; ro come.neerer 
home, did nor my L.himſelf formerly write 
foe (trarge Opinions, ©{Inted not name them} 
yet no Catholick was ever ſoabſurd asto charge 
his Church: with thoſe Tenets. Bur; which 1s 
yer far worſe, he imputes to the Catholick 
Church ſuch licentious Caſes, - which not onely 
Private Authours may and do freely contradi&t 
but even Mulritudes of ' Church-Officers, name- 
ly almoſt all the Biſhops in Frarce in Diocefar 


Synods, nay the Head of the Church himſelf 
has diſapproov'd in condemning the Apology | 


writ for them. 12% for all this, all muſt be our 


Churches fault whether ſhe will or no; and our 
Dottrin , though fhe condemns it. Was ever 
ſuch a difingenuous Writer heard of ! Bur what 
aggravates moſt the Caſe is, neither the Church 
of Ezeland nor the Arch-Biſhop of Carterbury, 
nor any Officer or Biſhop of hers that we heard 
of did ever in any ſolemn A& blemiſh thoſe Au- 
thours cited in the Proteſtants Apology by 
condetmningtheir Books, nor yet thoſe writ by 
the 
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the Diſſuader, though they judg'd them amiſs; 
but, on the-conitrary his perſoh is advanc't and 


| choſen for their Champion; and yet our Writers 


are ſoberer& more candid than to impute to their 
Church any of theſe not-yet-diſavow'd Faults, 
whereas my La. (for want of better Proofs) will 
needs clap upon our Church any miſteafonings 
of private men, though our chief Church Go-* 
vernour and many Inferiour ones have'diſcoun- 
tenanc't and blemiſh't them. Nor is it onely e- 
very defect human nature is liable to in'reafon-* 
ing or acting which muſt be made our Churches 
Crimes, but every unfavorable Circumſtance 
Man's Nature can light into, and their defective 
Effects are all made by the Difſuader's Lopick to 
ſpring from meer Popery ; nay the very National - 


| Rudeneſs of his wild 7riſþ is (in his Preface? con- 
| founded by his carriage with our Churches Db- ' 
| Erin; and tlie Inability of their Teachers with 
much Rhetorick complain*'d of, and character-d 
to be Popery, when himſelf enjoyes the revenue 
| which ſhould -edueate them better and entcou- 
| rage them. | 


Againſt this kind of unreaſonable procedure 


| in the Diſſuader, Llevell-d thoſe Corottaries from 


Corol. 31. to. 40. which I intreat my Reader to 


review and him to conſider particularly. In the 
| mean time I would ask him on this occafion a few 
| ſhort Queſtions. May ,not any one remain a 
| Catholick, and never hold or practice theſe Ca- 


ſes and Opinions © Do not Catholicks impugn 
| them 


1 TE ET _.- | 

them as.much as Proteſtants? Does he find any of 
thoſe Opinions or-Caſes inour Catechiſims, or any 
Command of qur Church to hold or ac them , 
nayevenin that moſt common point of extending 
Indulgences to the. next. world 3 but they who 
will K- them, may, who will not, need not ? 
How then does he hope to diſluade from Catho- 
lick Religion, by unpughing that which touches 
not that Religion nor concerns any ones being of 
Iit.? And why does not he rather fear all ſober 
men will fee. his aym by. this declamatory kind 
of Oppoſition to endeavour to gain credit as a. 
great Anti-papilt, and ,n>t to convince folidly 
| his Readers, whole experience. (if they know 
any thing) enables them to give. a ready and; 
fatisfactory anſwer. in their own thoughts to. all 
thoſe Queſtions I have now ask't, and fo, to. f 
confute neer three parts of His Book, He faw 
it tjmfelft, and though he carries it on all along; | 
asif he were willing all ſhould. be thought the | 
Dotrin, of our, Church or Faith, yet, fearing | 
the Calumay 15 too manifeſt to be cloak't, he 


provides excuſes and Evaſions before hand, in | hi 


his Title (p- 127.) ſaying, The Chnrch of Rowe, 
48 IT IS AC THIS DAY DISORDER'D, 
teaches doFrines and uſes prafices which are it; 
themſelves or in thir immediate CONSEQVEN- | 
CES dire Impicties, &c.: Sothat he ſpeaks of þ 
our Church preciſely as having ſome diſorders þ 
in her, and that they lead to ill onely by Corſe- | 
grences drawn from fuch dilorderly Fenets 3. and. | 

who's 


F 
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who's the drawer of theſe Conſequences ?. Him- 
ſelf. But, grant his poſition that there are Dit- 


{ orders in the Church (I mean not in Faith, held 


Univerſally and obligatorily, but in unobligato- 
ry Opinions and Practices ) I aſk does he think 
there was ever any time in which thcre were not 


| ſome Diſorders in the Church, or ever will 6 


RIOTS 


b 


while Original corruption-laſts* Does he thin': 
the very time of the Apoſtles was exempt fro: 
ſuch frailty 3 or that S. Pazl complain'd for no- 
thing of the Paſtors in thoſe primitive and puret. 
times ( P/11. 2. v.21. ) that Oxmes que ſua ſunt 
querunt non que ſunt Jeſu Chriſti ! Again, thinks 
he it any wonder that a diforder'd Tenet or a 


| Falſhood in a point belonging to manners is 


apt to lead by conſequence to ill actions; none 
doubting but that as Virtue is the connatural Et- 


fect of Truth. ſo is Vice of Falihood. What 
| hath he got then by this kind of Proceeding, ta- 


|Þ king up better half his book 2 Onely this, he hath 


proov'd there is Original Sih in-the world , and. 


| lo its Effects, Ignorance and Interelt 5 Again, let 
| him conſider how diſputative an Ape this laſt 
| Century has been, and what intinit multitudes 
| of Writets concefning Qptnionative Poinrs of all 
{ forts have been in our Church, how volumi- 


| nous, how deſcending to particulars,or Caſes, and 


| this both in School-divinity, Morals and Canon- 
| Laws and then let him fpeak ferioutly whether 


| 1e cam” conceive it polhble in human Nature, 
| there fhonltd nor ke much Contingency in fuch 
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an Univerſality depending on their private Rea- 
ſons whereas ſcarce two men debating the ſame 


point p<..ticularly, can light into the {elt-lame} 


Conſequences, but differ in their deductions. 
Thinks he it poſhble many ſhould not be Tgno- 
rant and fo miſcarry caſually, many Paſſionate 
and incline to ſome Tenets becauſe ſutable to 


their humourz many conceited of their new In-} 


ventions,and thence, judging their Conſequence 


to be connected with the point of Faith, cry, 
it up to bede fide in their opinion, and alledge, 
that, denying #455, you by conſequence deny} 
Faith? This being fo, nay impoſlible to be other- þ;, 


wile, and every Reader that lees the Diſhua- 
der's unreaſonableneſs againſt us ealily judging 
he would pick out the worlt Inttances he could 


find in that Infinity of Authours, and (the very 
complexion of his {tyle being wholly Invidious) |, 


expoſe them to ſhame with all the molt diſgrace- 
ful Rhetorick ſogreat a wit as his heighten'd by 
that bittereſt of Paſſions conld deliver; he 


- will ealily be able to make an Eſtimare what hef, 
may judge of my Las performance 1n this þg; 


kinde. 


ef the Faithful; and Logick tells every one who 
under- 


18. But now what's all this to to our Church ? 
For his Title p. 127. tells us -tis the Church of þ 
Kome which teaches fach DoGrins and aſes ſuch hy; 
Praftices, &c, The Notion vi Church, as one ſh; 
would conceive, is terminated and bounded pre- þ 
cifcly within the limits of irs Definition, a Bed ſk; 
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anderttacics it, that, ſince we-work by abſtracted 
notions, or conceive a thing now thus, now o- 
therwiſe, we muſt tot confound thoſe notions 
| but hold ſtriftly to the formal meaning of the 
| word which expreſſes the thing we undertake 
for. We are then to expect in honeſty, that, 
 ffince the Difſaader charges al thoſe Dodtins 
"Hand Practices on our Church, all his Teſtimonies 
Fto faſten them on her ſhould be of our Churches 
' E words, or Expreſſions of the Churches Faith ; we 
-Bneed not doubt then but they will all be Defi- 
/ Fnitions of General Councils. Let the Margent 
*Finform us. The firſt Citation is of Navarr's E- 
chiridion, a private Caſuiſt, The 24. of Aegi- 
 fraldis , another Caſuiſt. The 34, and 4, of 
i PSorus and Medina, two other School-Divines. 
/ FThen comes in Reginaldus again, & then Sotxs a- 
) pain ; 3 & 10 this tenour he proceeds for 133 Pages3 
" that 15 from p. 127, to p. 260. not quoting the 
/ [Council of Trent paſt 3, or 4. times ( but once, 
-ÞþÞs I remember, the words of that Council) and 
© is oft abuſing It by his ſtrange miſconſtru- 
10ns. 
| 15. Forinſtance take his firſt Quotation of that 
| Council p. 1355 which I the more inliſt on, be- 
Cauſe on thar occaſjon I ſhall lay open higcrafty 
kad voluntary defiling every point he touches 
© fvith moſt abominable miſrepreſentarions, and 
hoſe vizarded with an outvzard form of Holineſs 
ad ſuch devour expreſſions as a Saint from Hea- 
© woul ſcarce als, teſt prudent m+# ſhould 
Y 23 think 
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think 'it too much 3- which I intended for a 
SIXTH Head of his diſingenuities: 

After then p. 133, and 134: he had made al 
the moſt od ious Caſes he could pick out the Ro- 
24n DoGrin, becauſe the books of three or four 
Authonrs peruſed and allow'd by two or three 
others as not oppoſit to Faith; (See Coroll. 33.) 
that is, the private Reaſons iof half a dozen Di- 
vines conceiv'd fo, which he amplitics beyond all 
bounds of moderation, that one would judge a 
General Council or Provincial one, at leaſt that 
many Church Governburs or Bilhops had recom- 
mended thoſe Caſes to be held and follow'd at 
length hetells you ſadly p. 134. that This, though 
INFINITLY. INTOLERABLE, yet it is but 
the BEGINNING OF SORROWS : 5 Then fol- 
low/the SUPEA-INFINIT Sorrows themſelves; 


the firſt of which Sorrows is the Council of Trezt':Þ 


Doctrin; and, if it be Nazght, 'tis certainly the 
Chief of them, and fo Chad I a word to exprels 
_ it ſo high which the Diſſuader's Rhetorick would 
ealily reach) it ſhould be phraſd ſomething a- 
bove Super-infinitz in regard by the Sacrednel 
of t's Authority it would be a Ground and an 
Abetment to all the wicked Caſes ilſuing from 
it. Efe I come to examin it I premiſe this note 
that ſuch Teſtimonies as This are onely to my 
L#s purpoſe it he will argue againſt our Churche 
Doctrinz In the ſucceſs of theſe then lies thi 
whole Trial of our Cauſe. We have ſeen how 
he has ſped — in his plain Demonſirs 
tiok 


ro 
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tion and his onely efficacious Teſtimony of a Fa< 
ther; let's ſee how he thrives ' in this, which 
we muſt acknowledge beyond all Evaſion to ex+ 
preſs the ſence of our Church: EO? 112 
-20.His laſt $:then'p. 134.bEgins with deferibing 
a true and Perfe&t -Contrition:and 1ts Sacred:Re-+ 
commends as ſufficient to blot out Sin 5 {All this 
1s well ; nor is there, as far as know, a Carho- 
like in the world: that was ever taught-other- 
wiſe; what follows? Yet, fayes he;, the;Charch 
of Rome does not allow it to'be of any value unleſs 
it -be joywd with a deſire to confeſs their ſins to a 
Prieſt, ſaying, that a man by Contrition is not 
reconcil d to 'God without their Satramental 
or Ritual Pennance attual or votive, Antl this is 
decreed by the Conncil of: Trent, &c; Then 
comes thnndring in a Declamation fraught with 
ſuch Invidions yet Holy Rhetorick that any 
honeſt unexamining Reader. would almoſt Jay 
his Salvation on't, he had all-the Reafon in the 
world. #/ hich ihings( adds he) befgdes that is a- 
| gaznſt Scripture, ed the promiſes of the Goſpell, and 
| 77; oxely teaches for DoFGrins the Commandments 
| of Men, but evacuates the Goodneſs of God by their 
. 
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Traditions,amd weakens & diſconrages the beſt re- 
pentancecy prefers repentance tawards men before 
that which the Scripture calls Repentance towards 
God, Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And there 
ends his paragraph, in which his pation was in. 
fuch haft that he forgot to add an 4!ſo to anſwer 
tothe word Beſides, Now L4 have mercy upon us| 
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What ſtrangely wicked Doftrin is this which can | 


occaſion ſich a clutter of Devotion and Inve:- 


Qiveneſs jumbled together! Attend Reader, | 
and from one Inſtance which I pick't not aut | 
purpoſely, but took the firſt that my diſcourſe | 


led me to accidentally , learn the nature of all 


the reſt; for ſcarce one paſſage in his whole | 


book'is free from this Fault. 

The Council Sef]. 14. as it.is commonly rec- 
kon'd,' (not 4, as perhaps his Printer miſtook it) 
C. 4. ſpeaks of Coxtrition; which it diſtinguiſhes 
into PerfeF Cortrition, the ſame my L4deſcribes; 
and declares thar It recorciles a man to God be: 
fore this Sacrament (to wit, of Pennance) be aty- 
ally recerved ; and Imperfe# or Attrition, ſpring- 
ing from- Conſideration of the wileneſs of Sin, or 

fear of Hel, not from Love of God as its motive; 
and to this it requires ad&ually the Sacrament of 
Pennance, this being properly efficacious to ad- 
vance by Preparations to it beforehand, (which 
Attritzon gives them will tomake uſe of ) and the 
whole courſe of Exerciſes in it or belonging to it, 
that Attrition into perft or properly call d Con- 
trition: And (ſpeaking of the firſt ſort or pro- 


per Contritton, ) It adds farther, that Reroncilia- | 


tion to God is not to be-aſcrib'd ( ipſt Contritio- 
ni ſine Sarramenti voto BU0D IN ILL A 
INCLUDITUR) to Contrition without de- 
fire of the Sacrament WHICH IS INCLU- 
DED IN IT; that is, i# Cortrition. Thus the 
Councll. I note gr 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, the Diſſuaders craft in not putting 
| down the words of the Council. A practice 
r, | frequent with him. ( as I ſhow'd before ) and 
t | purpoſely omitted, as appear'd evidently then 
| and will do more now, becauſe not at all fa- 
1 | vourable to his infincere humour of deforming 
2 | all he meddles with. 

Next, by this means, he, bandling onely Per- 
feF Contrition, makes our Church require aFual 
or votive Pernance to Its Sufficiency z Whereas 
the Council exprefly voids any neceſſity of actual 
> | Pennance to thisor proper Contrition, and onely 
"| requires It to Afttrition, 
| 3ly. He omits the words which 3s included in 
it; which put down had diſanull'd all his whole 
diſcourſe and cleard our Church from all his 
Calumnies; For this ſhows the Councils ſence 
to be that Contrition alone,if qualify d asit ought 
to be, reconciies to God 3 but that to be quali- - 
fy'd as it ought to be, it zcludes a purpoſe or 
deſire of doing other duties incumbent on the 
ſfinaner by reaſon of his Sin 3 and hgnalizes this 
particularly of his duty to the Church in refol- 
ving to come to the Sacrament of Pennance. Let 
us paralle] ir. Suppoſe the Council had faid. Trze 
ſorrow for ſin will ſave you, but not, unleſ3 you 
have a will to reſtore what you have ſtoln, for o- 
therwiſe your ſorrow is not true, in regard true 
ſorrow for Sin includes a will to refFify what fin 
had diſordered, Where's now the occation of 
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my Lf ranting declamation of the Councils 
2012g..againſt Scripture, and the promiſes of the 
Goſpel, teathing for NoFrins the Commandments 
of mer, ' af -evacuating the goodneſs of God by 
Traditions, of weakening and; diſcouraging 'the 
beſt Kefieztance, and of preferring Repentante 
zorwards men, before that which the Scripture calls 
Acpertance towards God and Faith. in our, Ld. 
Teſrs Chrift. Yet, ſuppoſing. .that ſinners, are 


commanded by Chriſts Law. to give account. of 


zhcir-Souls to the Church and receive their Ab- 
{olation and Pennance froin her, as well as they 
are to reſtore what's {toln, the. caſe 1s undenta+ 
Lly parallel. 

But, -ſince many other duties are included .in 
Conrition, asan obligation to reſtore credit, or 
zoods unjuſtly taken away, to repair temporal 
damages our Neighbours have incurr'd by us, 
and the ſpiritual ones of Scandal, asking pardon, 
for atlrontive .Injuries, curing our former Un- 
:haritableneſs and wordlineſs by giving Almes, 
and fuch, like ; a purpoſe of all which, if our, 
Contrition be right, qQught to be included in it 3 
tis worthEnquiry why theCouncil particulariſes 
this of coming to the-Sacrament of Pennance., 

And to Catholicks' who underſtand the nature, 
of that Sacrament, the' Anſwer 1s ſo eaſy that 
-tis needleſs. For, after the heart is contrite or 
ſubſtantially turn'd,. there remains. nq more to. 
he done but to waſh of the taintyre of bad In- 
-linations Mortal $in.ufes to leave behind it, and 
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to make Satisfaftion to, our; Neighbour or the 
World : Wherefore, becauſe, the whollome: Sa; 
crament of Pennance, rightly uſ-d,, ls ordain: 
and apt of its own Nature-both: to. wath away 
thoſe remaining ſtaines by, ſorrowful:and, Penal 
actions enjoynd by Church, diſciplin, and, a all 
to'ty men; to the Execution of all dpe  S2tislu; 
Con to the injur'd World;z hence, the hcart be) 
ing truly converted interjorly, this Sacrament ! 15 
the moſt Efficacious means toſet all elfe right, & 
ſo to come to jgts the onely remaining dury(as1 in; 
cluding atlelfe,) ,and for that reaſon 'tis particu; 
farly expreſt by the Cquneil that true Contrition 
mult izclude a. purpoſe to come to it 3 becauſe, 
it true, it muſt needs include a deſire. to take 
the beſt means to refify \ what” S amiſs... And, lelg 
a;Sinqer ſhould be apt to;concict:and {zy within 
himſelf thus, I am truly. ſorry for my; offending 
God, there is then no more.to be thought on 5 
the Council molt prudently declaresthat, That 
will not do unleſs they defire lIikewite.tofet right 
what they had diforder'd, of which the Church 
is.to be the Judge and careful Querſeer,,1aud 
is;their duty to the Church to let her take Cog: 
rzance of it, The Difluader did 11] then to 
phraſe It Ritual Permante, As it onely a dry Ce- 
remony. had been enjoyn'd. by the Cauncil ere 
the Soul could be rceoncitd to God, whereas :tis 
a Sacrament of its own nature cxecuriyely ſatis- 
factory of all the kinds of duties, and efficaci- 
outly repargtive of all the diforders which are 
the 
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the Arrears and Effeds of a ſinful Action: But 
hedid worſe to omit the Councils words, and fo 
leave out totally od iz i//4 includitur, which 
candidly put in had made all his Proceſs to no 

urpoſe : But worſt of all, when he could not 
bat ſee all this,to inveigh againſt ſo innocent, 1o 
rational, charitable and wiſe Proceedare of this 
Grave and Venerable Council with the harſheſt 
Expreſſions that ever were clad in Holy Lan- 
guage. And, it were good my Ld. who is ſo 
high againſt our Caſaiſts, wouldet us know by 
what Caſes he guides himſelf in his whole Book, 
where he iprinkles Scripture Holy-water all over 
as if every thing were a Devil he met with, and 
here particularly, in wilfully publickly and cauſ- 
leſly calumniating not a private perſon, but an 
whole Council conſiſting of ſo great a- multi- 
tude of the moſt Grave, moſt Venerable, and 
moſt Sacred Perfonages in the whole Chriſtian 
World. 
2x. A ſeventh kind of his Dilingenuities 1s his 
Exagperating and magnifying manner of Expreſ- 
fion 3 by virtue of which he can make any mote 
ſeem a Beams and though the Fault would Iy 
in a very ſmall room, perhaps require none at all, 
yet, as men blow up Bladders with wind, he 
can fo ſwell and puff it up by plying it with his 


ajery Rhetorick, that it looks as big as a moun:- - 


fainz whereas come neer it, examin and graſp 
It, that willnot now fill your hand which before 
took up the whole proſpedt of your Eye. He 
| ” | | can 


- 
Pt 


« ns 44 4, Oh!) 


A © Aa zznrFa 


QAh aa = w=a@a g i'r xa fs 


B & 


IL 


(3) - - 

can alſo by placing things in falſe lights make 
even the greateſt Virtue ſeem a Vice, and then 
make that new-created vice a monſtrous one z 
Both which were viſtbly diſcovered in our laſt 
Inſtance out of the Council of Trext. 
_ 22, I paſs by many other of his pettyDiſingenui- 
ties3 as his interpoſing Parenthelifſes of his own 
ſpeaking moſt confidently where he: has leaſt 
Ground, ſo to make up the want of #h5 with 
abundance of, the other. His confounding good 
Caſes with bad 3 Some private Bigotteries with 
ats of true Pietyz Books approv'd by the 
Church with thoſe of private Authours 3 under- 
ſtanding ſpiritual things groſly and materially 3 
as in his whole buſineſs of Exorciſms : In which, 
wereT1in as merry an humour as his Ly. is there, 
I could make his diſcourſe there far more ridicu- 
Jous than he makes any thing found in the 
Churches Ritual, which book we are onely to 
defend or he to object, if he would deal can- 
didly. Himſelf confeſſes the Inquifition of 
Spair: corrected one of thoſe Fooks, he names, 
and I know no obligation any man has either to 
uſe or abet the others; and then to what purpoſe 
were they brought againſt the Church ? 

23. The laſt greateſt and moſt notorious diſinge- 
nuity 1s his moſt unworthy and moſt Intolerable 
Calumny againſt all Catholicks that they are 
Traytors, and unfit for human Society. He 
namesnot theſe words but that he endeavours to 
have thething beleey*d. by his Readers appears 


Innocence agaiult the virulent tongues and pens 


"- JJ 
thus :. The! Title of his third Chapter, p..260. 
18 .this:; The-Church of - Rome. teaches Doltrins 
which in may things are deſtruFive :of Chriftian 
focicty in; General, and of Monarchy in ſpecial. 
We lee here;what he:.charges on our Church: 
ahd,-fance.'tis known all Catholicks not'onely are 
oblig'd tq40/d4, but to hold as Sacred.and of 
Faith what the Church of Rome teaches, nay, to 
be. ready. to. dy for that Faith, 'tis plain his En> 
deayours/are:to inake us paſs in the Opinion of 
lis Readers for perſons wizo hold Treaſon-and 
Villany. Lawf#1l, nay Sacred, and that we are 
ready to: dy.and hope to be fay-d by-ſuch dams» 
able points of Faith. Nor will his falſe-hearted 
Pretence, p. 462. exempt any, while: «tis known 
that nothing is more deeply rooted.in our hearts 
thanour obligation to buceve as'the Church be+ 
leeves and teaches. In particular he aflures his 
Readex,, p..462. that, 'No. ContratFr, Leagues, 
Societies, Promiſes, Vows or Oaths, ar juffict- 
ent ſecurity. to him that deals with one of the 
Church of Rome: And p. 279. that the. Do- 
ctrins of our Church are great Ememis to the Digs 


nity and: Security, to the Powers and Lives of 


Princes, 7] | F Ys, 
Tis not fit we ſhould uſe herethe: Language 


' Proper to expreſs what's the due return and ge- 


num brand for ſo malicious a Calumany : But 
pcrhapsit: were not unfit nor injuring the mode- 
ity of Subjects humbly to beg Protection for our 


of 
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_ of our uncharitable accuſersz whom neither 
Reaſon nor Experience will reſtrain from going 
on ſtill to ſtigmatize us all with the Faults of a 
few raſh (or ſometimes miſconſtra'd ) Writers. 


But when writes the Diſſuader this? After ſuch * 


freſh Teſtimonies of the unanimous Loyalty of 
Catholicks to His ſacred Majeſty and his Royal 
Father, ſpending their lives and Fortunes in his 
ſervice. And againſt whom? Againſt a Multi- 
tude in which are found very many Noble and 
Honourable Perſonages , and many thouſands of 
others very conſiderable and remarkable for 
their Fidelity. How ſtrange a Wickedneſs 1s 1t 
then to calumniate ſo highly and ſo publickly ſo 
many eminently deſerving and Hononrable Sub- 
jets of his Majeſty! Now, the miſchiefs natu- 
rally apt to flow from ſuch a Calumny are theſe. 
It breeds 111 Correſpondence between onr Fel- 
low-Subjects and us, and makes us ill look*t up- 
on by them, which violates Civil Unity ſo nccet- 
ſary for the Peace and ſtrength of a Kingdome 3 
eſpecially being between thoſe two parties who 
have ever been fo friendly and brotherly in their 
Aﬀection and Allegiance to their Prince, and 
Fellow-Aders and Suffcrers for his Cauſe 3 It dil- 


| _ courages Loyalty to ſee that after ſuch beſt Teſtt- | 


momes of it' we are not even ableto obtain a 
bare acknowledoment that we arc Loyal, but 
that it ſhall ſtil] be lawful for any one at ptca- 
ſure to brand us for Traytors, and this publick- 
ty in print in the face of all England © And laft- 


ly 
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ly(were rot our known Fidelity too ſtrong an An- 


tidote for his tnalice)it tends to breed a conceit in 
our Governouts that we are not to be endur'd in 
any State, and onely fit to be ruin'd and extirpa- 
ted; not to mention the breach of Charity enſuing 
ſuch unworthy Criminations, which mult needs 
breed very many Feuds, and unneighbourlineſs 
between private perſons all over England and Tre- 
land : Nor will there be ever agy hearty Union 
in Church or State , till randr>. thy Uncharita- 
bleneſs of affixing upon a whole party the faults 
of ſome few be totally laid aſide. 

24. Now on what does my Ld ground theſe hor- 
rid Charges againſt our Church, or how proceeds 
heto mis them good ? After the old faſhion, 
of quoting the private Opinions of a few Au- 
thours, viz. Emonerias, Father Barnes, Em- 
manucl $2, Tolet, Vaſquez, Navar, &c. Now 
my La ſuppoſes his, Readers are to be credulous 
filly Aſſes, and to believe that theſe private Ca- 
fuiſts or Diſcourſers are the #20#th of our Church ; 
that ſhe by them declares what we are to believe; 
that ſuch private Diſcourſes are ſo many defin: . 
tions of our Churches DocGtrin or Faith: That 
thele Diſcourſes are held by our Church to be 
Conſiant and Certain ( for ſach all Catholicks 
bold her Do@rin or Faith to be ) whereas every 
Child knows theſe and, ſuch like Opinions are 
controllable & changeable as the Moonz that they 
were taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, whereas 
- any ohne may and himfelf does quote w_ 
| FX 
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firſt invented them : that they who deny or im- 
pugn them are Hereticks, whereas Fyet others do 
and any one ay write againſt them at pleaſure, 
Laſtly, that theſe Points are all Divine Revela- 
tions, whereas the very nature of the thing ſhows 
and himſelf confeſles they are all Human dedu- 
GFions. Theſe Madneſles which are my L4s Firſt 
Principles in this whole Chapter and the Chapter 
. foregoing, that is,in better halfhis book,if hisRea- 
der will be ſuch a Bedlam as to yield to, thenall 
his diſcourſe is as ſure as Goſpel 3 but if not, then 
'tis Evident ſuch Pretences are flat and moſt un- 
conſcionable Calumanies agatnſt our Church. 
Little better is his quoting two or three parti- 
cular Acts of ſome Popes: does he think the words 
Charch and Pope are Equivalent, or that the word 
p erticular af ſignifies DoFrin or Faith that he 
ſhould think three or four Acts all in ſeveral 
kinds,that is,one in each kind, argue the Churches 
Do@rin or Faith in thoſe points. This in caſe he 
deals truly with thoſe Popes; but I know he 1s 
apt to deform all he meets with, and .I ſee he 
does that of Pope Clement p. 268. which makes 
me ſuſpe& the reſt. That Pope extinguiſh't the 
Templars; and conſeſt that de Jare he could 
not do it, bat that he did it ex plenitudine po- 
teſtatis, Here my Ls ſo interprets de Jure that 
he makes the Pope difown any Jaſtice in doing 
it,thatis oz an Injuftice in doing it. for that's my 
L*> Intention in wreſting thoſe words; which 
being impoſlible to conceive the Pope ſhould 


pfo- 


\ 


- profeſs of himſelf, *tis clear he meant by de Ju- 
' re the ſame we mean by the words [ by Law]that 
4s, that there was no poſetzve Law of the Church 
impowering him to ditjolve them, yet, the Exi- 
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gency -requiring it, his Office might give him a 


- xatural right to do itz by which if Governours 


might not act in great Emergencies, but muſt be 


ty'd to let all go wrong becauſe it happens no 


rovition is made againſt it - in any writtez 
Law; All Churches, Kingdomes, Cities, nay Fa- 
milies -would be at the fame loſs the Spaniſh 
Maſter was at, who hiring a proud Servant and 
agreeing with him that he ſhould do nothing but 
what was concluded between them and writ 
down, a while after falline; in the dirt under 
his horſe, and calling to his man to help him 
out, he told him he would fiſt conſult his writ- 
ten Paper whether that were-put down there or 
no; where not finding it, he let his Maſter ly. 
Burthe caſe of Pope Clement 15 far from the Envy 
he would aſperſe it with : for why may not the 
Pope ditlolve the Templars by his Power with- 
out Law, whereas Chriſtian Princes and the 
Church univerſally complain'd of them, and 
mov'd him to it, and fo their Conſent went ac- 
company'd with this aftion of their Chief Go- 
VCrnour. ES | 
25. He hath onely two pallages 1n that whole 


c« Chapter whicheven ſeem to concern ourChurch, 


V 


11 


One of the Council of Trezt concerning a point 
of Practice put down by him thus, p. 256, 267. 
That 
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That if a man have promiſt to a woman to jnarry 
her, and is betrotb'd to her and hath ſworn it, 
yet if he will before the Conſunimation enter into a 
Monaſtery, his Oath ſhall not bind him, his pro- 
miſe is all, but his ſecond promiſe that ſhall 
ſtand, and he that denies this is accurit by the 
Council of Trent, Thus my Le. 3 where he tau- 
tologizes and layes it out at large to amplify it the 
more, addsthe words hath ſworn it, not found 
in the Council, but put in by himſelf becauſe he 
was relſolyd we ſhould be Perjar'd, and avoids, 
( as was his frequent cuſtome.) to put down the 
Councils own words ina diſtinct Letter; fo: that 
his additions, may beſafer and in more hope to 
eſcape too open ſhame. But to the point, I ask 
my. La. asa Divine 3 Does not he hold Heaven 
our faſt End, conſequently that all our Actions 
are. to be ſteps towards it , conſequently that 
there can be no ty to embrace any ſiate of life 
in caſe it appear upon mature conſideration of 
circumſtances. highly unapt ard dangerous to 
the attainment ,of Bliſs? I ask again z would 
not my L4,. himſelf . renounce actually living 
witha wite if he in his conſcience judg'd fo, but 
xcep his promiſe let his Salvation go whether it 
would ? If he ſees this plainly, then the difti-- 
culty conſiſts not in breaking a promiſe made to. 
1 Temporal end, tubordinate to our ſpiritual 
Laſt End for ovz Laſt, Ends fake, but.in this 
whether ſuch a Caſe.caq be put. ,. I propoſe bin 
Me5 may fot & man come to fee by better 

| X kno. 
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knowledge: of his. Spouſes humour, her newly- 
diſcover'd diſhoneſty, . the Inconveniences .he 
ſhall incur by. her ill-condition'd\Friends,and ma- 


ny ſuch: like, that ſuch a Cohabitation tends to 


make his whole. Life a hell upon Earth 3 which 
caſe is very. poſlible and ſometimes happens, to 


the eternal 'and temporal ruin of 'both parties, 
. and the Infinit Scandal to the World? In this 


caſe does he not think in his conſcience it had 
been better in all reſpects they.had- been parted 
zre Matrimony had been conſummated? If then 
the man.or woman to redeem their raſhneſs in 
{o lightly promiſing choſe to-debar themſelves 
cromalt future hopesof marriage, and quite for- 
fake theworld to ſerve God in a Religious Life, 
it at once clears the reality of the Inconvenience, 
and the perfons Intentions, and ſatisfies Tempo 
ral expectations, nay ennobles im the conceit of 
good Chriſtians the Attempt by the knowledge, 
as far as any human Action can give of any In- 
tention, that the perſon had no baſe End in his 
Action, but that which is i»fnitly Beſt, Oh, but 
this will break all Contrats, Leagues, Vows, 
&c. Letnot my Ls. fear, there is too much Ori- 
ginalſininthe world, for very many to run ra- 


ther to a ſevere Lifein a Monaſtery, - and there to 


make vows of Chaſtity than to go to bed with 


their Brides. By this may be judg'd how my] 


Li.jumbles fome good Cafes with other bad ones, 


and makes all equally #arght, did my deſigne|. 


ot an Appendix give me leave to trace him 
through them all. Hy 
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26, His next paſſage ſeeming to touch our 
Church isalledg'd,p.265. Thus it is affirm'd and 
was pradic't by a whole Council of Biſhops at Con- 


ftance,that Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks, 


&c. This is ſomething now, being the Affirmation 
(I ſuppoſe he means or would be thougat to 
mean definition ) and Pra@ice of n approv'd 
General Council. Attend now, Reader, for here 
the Diſſuader once or twice at leait in a whole 
Chapter ayms to ſpealk to the purpole. 

But firſt, what a favour is this of my L% not 
to put down the words of the Council where it 
affirms this > For this had made the caſe plair 
and the fault unayoidable. Next, (which is yet a 
greater kindneſs Jhe not ſo much as cites the place | 
in which this Aftirmation is found 3 and to dil- 
abuſe the Reader, I aflure him fairhfully there 1s 
no ſuch place or words found in the Council. To 
ſay that Safe Condudt given by Lay men abfolv'4 
from the Secular Court but not from the Ecclec- 
flaſtical, 1s quite another thing tiom his Inviat- 
ous Propolition, and withal very Ratienal ; 
For why ſhould it, ſince boih their Cauics and 
Laws are diſtinet ? Whereas to violate Faith 
given, and upon this feore becauſe the party to 
whom I gave it 1s an Heretick; which my_ Ls. 
falſely charges, is mott unmanly, nay Diabolical. 
Yet, though it lay in the Churches powerto pro- 
eced. Turidically her way, yer it hay in the Em- 
perours to hinder or ditter the Execution it any 
pnblick Concera made it prudent; But what | 
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ſtarid upon ( with leave of others ) is that zo 
ſafe Condutt was promiſt them to return, but onely 
to appear and have a fair trial. My reaſon is, 
becauſe in the Safe Condut? given by the Coun- 
cil to Hierom, Cand we may with reaſon con- 
ceive it wasequivalently given to both ) we find 
it given with this conditional clauſe, Jxſtice be- 
ing ſtill preſer#/d 5 Allo, Appear according to the 
tenor of thy foreſaid writing to anſwer to thoſe 
things which one or more will objedt to thee in the 
cauſe of Faith, that thou mayit receive and per- 
form 72 all things the accompliſhment of Juſtice. 
Which implies that he was to expect Juſtice 
from the Council if he cleard not himſelf. A- 
gain, a diſciple of Hafſe's who writ his tryal and 
| death, and profeſles himſelf as much verſt in the 
particulars as his ſenſes could make him, com- 


plaines indeed. of ſafe condutt given by Sigiſ- . 


zmnd in Writing of coming and returning 3 yet, 
putting down the very form of Safe Conduct, 
no ſuch thing as returning is found init. Nor 
did Hzs 1nall his defence complain of Safe Con- 
dud violated, except when he was firft bound, 
which was uponoccaſion of his flying and being 
brought back. Nay, the Emperour alwayes 
threatned Hs that he had rather burn arr obſti- 
nate Heretick than defend him. In a word, all 
this clamour is built on the Teſtimony of the 
Huſlites, and an impetfed relation writin Dutch 
by an unlearned Catholick,, which was greedily 
catchr at by ſuch as leapt for joy to'find any 


licks 
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thing to beſpatter the Church with, and ſtart- 
ling ſome unattentive and too credulous Catho- 
likes,drive them,zealous of defending the'Coun- 
cit, to an unwarrantable poſitionz which Tenet 
and its practice my L4, himſelf-knows -well the 
Generality of Catholikes hate and deteſt as much 


as himfelt. 
Pg 361 Ezahth Way. | 


25. FT He eighth and laſt Way 1s to pick out as 
\ 2 well as Tcan thoſe Propoſitions or Princ1- 
ples my La relies on, and ſhow their Weaknels; 
which 1s ſufficiently perform d by ſingling them 
out, and then naming them PRINCIPLES, 
they are ſo quite unlike: what they're call d. 
Now his Prizciples he layes in. bis firſt Section : 


 T mean, his main and Fundamental Prepoſitions, 


which becauſe he relies on, yet never proves, 
we are from his carriage to take for Principles 
and Self-cvident to him , though he himſelf calls 
them not ſo; for 'tis. dangerous to them who 
have not Truth on their tide even to mention 
the word Principle , Evidence or Demonſtration. 
His Firſt concerning Scripture'T {hall ſpeak to 
anon. ; 
_ "A ſecond ſeems to be this p. 6. We at ac- 
knowledge that the whole Church of God kept the 
Faith entire and tranſmiticd fuillfully io the Af- 
ter-ages the whole Faith; that 1s, toth? Ages ncxt 
after the Apoftles, as he expretics alittle betore, 
call'd by him p. 7. the firſt and beſt Antiquity, 
. & 4 | and 


i 
. 


9% Cornet, PEE Gees 1 
"A R Pee” D 
8 o K: th Da... 


(310) 

and fignify'd to mean the Firſt three Ages. Now 
the 'Politive part of this Principle is good and 
Aflertive of Tradition, but withall unapt to 
ſtead him. The Negative part of it, or that the 
third Age tranſmitted it not to the fourth, and fo 
forwards, .imply'd in his Diſcourſe, would onely 
ſtead him 3 but 'tis left unproovd, and fois a 
Voluntary Afertion, and ſtrangely ridiculous. 
For, if the firſt two Ages kept the Faith entire 
and tranſmitted it to the third , tis Evident the 
Third was able to tranſmit it to the fourth,and ſo 
forwards; wherefore, it being Evident from the 
Concern of the Thing it was alſo willing:to do 
{o, tis demonſtrable it 4id ſo. This Principle 
then on which he ſo mmch builds 1s either not for 
tm, or elfe highly againſt him. 

28, Alias main and Fundamental Propoſition 
Cor Principle) is found p. 7. and as-the former 
concern'd the Fradition of the Church , - fo this 
and the three following anes concern the Autho- 
rities of Fathers. The preſent Roman NoGrins 
Claith he) which are in difference were Inviſible 
and nnbeard of in the firſt aud beſs Antiquity. 
Fhat 1s, no Heretick had ariſen in thoſe dayes 
{or in tne firſt three hundred years } denying 
thoſe points. and fo the Fathers ſet not them- 
ſelves to write Expreily for them, but occalio- 
nuiv onelys; and yet, by his leave, our Contro- 
vertiits are frequent in citing them for diverle 


points, eipecially for the Ground of our Faith, the 


Churches vojce or Fradition, 0 the utter Oover- 
throw 
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throw of the Proteſtant Cauſe, So'far this im- 
proov'd and main poſition,” diſannulling all uſe 
of the Fathers of 'the firſt oo years In dur Con- 
troverlies, is 'from'not' needing proof or being 
Self-evident. 6 46- £1,091 VA 39009 RR 4 

-11.29, It may be his refpe&t and value forthe Fa- 
thers of the next Apes will inake amends for this 
raſhnets. | He tells'us immediately after; that in 
Yhe Sncceeding Ages, ſecular TatercShadid more 
prevail , and the Writings of the Fathers were 
Paſt and voluminous, full if Controverſy and am- 
brguous-Sences' fitted to their own times and 
queſtions, full of proper Opinions, and ſuch variety 
of ſuyings, that both ſides eternally and Tnconfu- 
tably ſhall bring ſayings for themſelves reſpedive- 
ty.” Now, if they beſo qualify'd\ that borh' i1des 
way eterzally diipute out ot 'them, and neither 
be ever able'to' confirte the other or conclude, 
then. let him ſpeak out and fay a!} the Fathers at- 
ter' the firſt 300 years are not worth a ſtraw in 
order to decilton' cr Controverly 3 nor yet the 
Fathers of the firit 300 years becauſe they ipoke 
not of our ' points 7» difference 5 and fo there is a 
fair end of all the Fathers and of his own Dillua- 
five:too for that part which relies on them, which 
looks like the moſt authoritative piece of it. The 
Reader will exſJy judge nuw whether we ('ashe 
charges us, p. 18.) have many gripes of Conſcience 
concerning the Fathers that they are not right 0 
onr ſide, or the DiJſuader, Our conſtant and a- 


vow'd Doctiin is (C that the Teſtimony of Fa- 
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thers ſpeaking of them properly as ſuch, js Z»fet- 
liblez that in two Caſes they ſpeak as. Fa- 
thers 5 that 1s,- when they declare it the dodtrin 
of the preſent Church of- their time, or when 
they write againſt any man as an Heretick. or 
his Tenet as Hereſy. Some complexions of Cir- 
cumſtances alſo may be found out by much 
reading and comparing ſeveral confiderations 
which make it Eyident they ſpeak as Witneſſes 
though it be more laborious and tedious to com- 
paſs a Satisfaction this way. Whereas (as ap- 
pears by our Diſſuader ) the Proteſtants neither 
acknowledge them Txfallib{e , nor indeed Ufe- 
ful. And this is ny Ld's FOUR TH PRINCIPLE, 
which with the former deſtroyes the Efficacioul- 
neſs of all the Fathers, & invalidates all that part 
of his own Book which ſhould ſeem weignhttelt, 

30. Notwithſtanding the two former Principles 
to invalidate the Fathers, it may ſtill be ſaid by 
the Catholicks in behalf of their validity (as was 
by me now) that the Sayings of Fathers as #7t+ 
zcſſes are Convidive; and therefore it ſhould 
fcem fit my L4 did lay azother Principle to pro- 
vide againlt that. He is not unmindful of it, but 
hath taken order about it. For, though p. 9. be 
tells us the Fathers are. good Teſtimony of the Do- 
arin deliver d from their Forefathers down ta 
thc of what the Church eſteem'd the way of Salva- 
tion; yet that is to. be undetſtogd according ta 
the Rule premiſed p. 8. thus. Thing being thus 


:t will ve Trpcfible for them (the Catholicks) | 


to 
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to conclude from the ſayings of a number of F a> 
hers that the DoGrin they would prove thence 
was the Catholick dodriz of the Chareh, becauſe 
any number that is leſt than all does not proove a 
Catholik Conſent.Sothat unleſs each fingle Father 
aftirm each ſingle point to be of Faith or the-Do- 
@rie of the Catholick Church ' (which , morally 
Ipeaking; is [mpoſiible to happen) it follows by 
- bis words that 't##s Impojſeble'to conclude thence the 
Catholick Dofrin of the Church; which amounts 
to this, that tis Impeoſjrble to conclude any thing it 
Controverſy from the Fathers even takett as Wit- 
meſſes, And this is his FIFTH PRINCIPLE. 
A ſtrange conceit, that it- ſhould be Impoſſible to 
know the Conſent of all Exgland- in a matter of 
Fact, (for example, the late war) without ſpeak- 
ing with cach fingle man'in the whole' Nation. 
Yet this is his Diſcourſe when he ſays, that 0 
#umber leſs than all can prove a Catlmotick Con- 
ſent. | 20k 
31. Yet ſome ule certainly he allows of the Fa- 
thers for all this, elſe why does he quote them. 
Yes, 'and the Principle (which I reckon lis 
SIXTH.) by virtue of which he enforces them 1s 
| this, p. 8. 7he clear ſaying of one or two of thoſe 
| Fathers truely alledg'd by ws to the Contrary will 
| certainly prove that what many of them (ſuppoſe 
it) do affirm, and which but two or three as goo 
| Catholicks 'do deny, mas not then a matter of 
Faith or a DoGrin of the Church. I wiſh my La. 
had been ſo Ingenuous as to have made uſe of 


this 
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this Principle when he charg'd our\Church-7t ſelf 
with the miſtakes of a few. Writers contradicted, 
not by eve &r4wo, but ſometimes by a'whole Na- 
tion. - Butthis Principle. ſhows *twas not Aeaſor 
in him but #7// and. Iztereſt which. made him fo 
hot... As, for his Prinoiple it ſelf, it ſubſiſts not 
 atall. Foris it not known that more. than. one 
or two, thatis S, Cyprian and the African. Fathers 
deny'd the'Baptiſm of Hereticks Valid, yet the 
Contrary was notwithſtanding forind and de- 
fin'd to be Faith and the Sence of the! Church. 
Let him- conſider how - perfectly he engages 
himſelf in the very Sphere of Contingency and 
recedes from [niverſality, the Sphere of Cer- 
tainty, when he comes to rely on owe or: to; wun- 
lefs he can ſhow thoſe oxe or two ſtrangely ſup. 
ported and upheld by Univerſal Nature 'or con- 
curring-Circumſtances. *Tis poſtible even cone 
or two EaWyers may hap to be ignorant of two 
.or three Adts of Parliament. But, my Ld is'ftil] 
the beſt-confuter of himſelf, as appears lately by 
this preſent Principle apply'd to his former car- 
Tiage-againſt our Church 5 To himlelf:then Jet 
him anſwer. ' I conceive that if oye or two's (not 


denying it 10 be of Faith orafttirming exprefiy 'tis 
rot-of-Faith, he engages not fo far; but ) bare 


denying 2-point, argues what zany dq affirm, to 


be not-of- Faith; 4 ſortiori, one or two's affirm- 
72g politively that to be of Faith and the DodFrin 
of the Cathalick Church which many others bare- 
Iy deny, argues *7## of Faith: *Twas of Faith 


then 


—_— 
then what Gennadius cited by himſelf, p. 59. 
affirms,that After Chriſts Aſcenſion the;Sonls of all 
Saints go from the body to:Chrift;, This being ſo, 
let him refle&t what himſelf aſſerts, p.49. that 
Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Vidtorings Martyr, 
Prudentins,,. S. Chryſoſtom, Arcthag, Euthinis 


us, and S. Bernard affirm none g0,tg Heaven 


till the laſt day.” Either then Gerzgdins his 
Teſtimony delivering the doGrin of. the Catha- 
lick Church is Inefficacious, and yet-tis incom; 
parably the beſt, nay the onely Ethcacious one 
in my L4s whole book, or elſe according to him 
many Fathers (and not oze or , two | onely.) 
denying a. pgint is no argument but that. point 
may be of Faith. Whether all thoſe Fathers held 
ſo or noisanother Queſtion and requires a longer 
diſcuſſion. - _ 
32.Fathers then are-uſeleſs to the Difluader,as 
having according to him no virizcat 2}l of fet- 
ling the Underſtanding 3 Yet he muſt make a 
ſow of them, elſe all's loſt 3 and fo he tells þis 
Readers, p.8. as if all were well, two things, 
both yery remarkable. The one, that , not- 
withſtanding, 7m the prize and pureſs Antiquity 
the Proteſtants are indabitably more than Con- 
querours in the Fathers... A high Expreſiion ! 
but, compar'd with what-he ſayes; p. 7. that 
in thoſe. rtmes our prelent .differerces were an- 
beard-of, it fignifies that they miraculowufly ore 
then conquer, where. ( if his words be true ) 
no mortals glfe cauld etther conquer or eyen «t- 
Facgue 
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$aque. For how ſhould one fight againſt ſuch 

pots in difference from thoſe Fathers who never 
heard of thoſe points! The other is, 'that ever 
in the Fathers of the ſucceeding Ages the Prote- 
ſtants have the advantage both numero, pondere 
&- menſurd, in number weight and meaſure ; 
which, joyn'd to his words at the bottome of p.7. 
that each ſide may eternally and inconfutably bring 
ſayings for themſelves out of thoſe Fathers , which 
ſignifies that *tis to no end or purpoſe to alledge 
them, amonnts very fairly to this, 'that he brags 
Proteſtants have a far greater zu4:ber of Citati- 
ons which 'are to 0 purpoſe than Catholicks 
have; that thoſe Citations which have no poſti- 
ble force of concluding or #9 weight at all, do 
weigh more ſtrongly for them than for #5 3 and, 
laſtly, that they have a greater »zeaſure than we 
of proofs not worth a ruſh with which they can 
bubble up their books to a voluminous bigneſs. 
And we willingly yield them the honour of ha- 
ving a very great advantage in all three, in caſe 
they be ſuch as his own words:qualifie them, 
© wit that each ſide may Eternally and Inconfu- 
tably alledge them. - | 5 | 
t: 33:We come now to his ain and moſt Funda- 
mental and (in compariſon ) his' ozely Princi- 
ple, p. 9. laid out thus. Pe'do wholly rely up- 
on Scriptures as the Foundation and. final reſort of 
all our Perſuaſtons, but we alſo admit the Fathers, 
&c. To finiſh our Diſcourſe about the Fathers 

will make way to the Scripture. What means 
Zu b SR _admit- 


Copy = 
4, | <dmitting as contradiſtinguiſht to relying on? 
Not, relying oz that's certain, for *tis contra- 
diſtinguiſhr toitz And yet to alledge any thing 
for a Proof as they do Fathers, and not to rely 
on it, is to, confeſs plainly ( for Truth will out 
that they alledge them meerly for a bow. He 
ſayes they admit them as admirable Helps for the 
Underſtanding the Scriptures and good Teſtimony 
of the DoFrin deliver'd from their Forefathers. 
Have a care my Ld, : This ſuppoles the Certain- 
ty of Tradition; For, if there be no Certainty 
' | of delivery, there is no doiFrin delivered, nor 
conſequently any thing for them to #eſ#zfy 3 and 
ſo the words good Teſtimony ( unleſlsour Ground 
of Continual Tradition (tands ) mean directly 
that they are good for nothing, as your former 
' | Diſcourſes or Principles made them. But I ask, 
is their Interpretation of Scriptureor Teſtimony 
Certain £ Tf not, why ſhould they even be ad- 
mitted 2 Or how can Uncertain Interpreters and 
Witneſters be admirable Helps to interpret right 
and good Teſtimony? I fear my L4, can onely 
"| mean they are Admirable Helps as Dictionarie* 
and Books of Criticiſms are to affiit his Human 
Skill about the outward Letter. (which is a 
| rare Office for a Father) and not to give him 
| the zzward Sence of it or the deliver d Do- 
(rin of the Catholick Church; for, unleſs 47 
conſpire to ſpeak to the ſame point, if any one 
be lilent concerning it, it arguesnot (according 
tomy L4, p. 8.) 4 Catbolick Conſent,” and fo 15 


far 


Ga . od 
— 


A earth aiovnaswemgmey 
= - - 


(318) 


far beneath an admirable help. And thisis what 


 wereprehend exceedingly in the Proteſtants, that 


they love to talk gaily in commonof any Sacred 
or Grave Authority for an atfeQed for or ſhow ; 
but not atall value the Y:zrtue or Power of ſuch an 


*Authority,' nor judge interiorly they have any 
"worth valuing. They would credit themſelves 


by pretending Fathers, yet at the ſame time lay 


wayes to elude them at pleaſure; or ( which 
is their very temper, ſpringing from their renoun- 


cing Living and determinate Sence, and adher- 
ing to dead unſenc't words) they ftudy to ſpeak 
Indeterminately and confuſedly, not particularly 
and cloſely. 

34. Do I wrong them? Let my L9. clear me} 
His Firſt Principle is by him expreſt to be the 
Sctipture : and, on this Exprefiion he ſo ſtrong- 
ly builds that p. 10, 11. he concludes thence, 
and Certainly too, thus, The Religion of our 
Church (ayes he) # therefore certainly Primitive 
and Apoſtolick, becauſe it teaches us to believe the 
whole Scriptures of the old and New Teſtament, 
and nothing elſe as matter ef Faith, What mean 
the word Scriptures? Any determinate ſence of 
It, or the dead Charaders? Atlas, their Church is 
far from teaching them the firſt, or from having 
grounds to own ſuch a pretence 3 but puts the 
Book in their hands and bids them find the ſexce 
of it or their Faith, tor there is their Rule. 'Tis 
the bare Letter then unſfenc't he means by the 
word Scripteres ; and ſo he mult fay 'tis the gon | 
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RE - 
ward CuaraGers his Church teaches #4 fo believe; 
and nothing elſe as matter of Faith; that is, their 


whole Faith has for its object, 1k thus figur'd 


in a Book; A worthy Argument to ptoove their 
Church is certainly Primitive and Apoſtolick : 
whereas tis known, Faith was before thoſe Cha- 
racters3z and beſides, if this be to be Apoſtolical, 
we owe nothing to the other Apoſtles for our 
faith, but onely to thoſe ſix who writ. But we 
miſtake him, he means xezther ſence of the word 
Scripture, and hates theſe diſtintionswith all his 
heart which would oblige him to either. He 
meant to talk of Scripture indeterminately and - 
confuſedly, which might make a fine ſhow, and 
yet expoſe him to no Inconvenience by giving 
any particular account of his meaning. His In- 
ference from this his Firſt Principle, being an Im- 
mediate one, will utterly overthrow the Papiſts 
without doubt ; Therefore (faith he p. 11.) unleſs 
there can be New Scriptnres we can have no New 
matter of Belief,nonew Articles of Faith. No my 
L4: Yes, as long as by Scriptures you mean 20 de- 
terminate ſence of Scriptures, but the bare Letter - 
onely, whoſe ſence1s fetch't out by ?Tnterpretati- 
ons,and theſe('as we experience )depend on men's 
private Judgments and Farcies, if men's Fancies 
may vary every hour, you may have diverſe In- 
terpretations every hour, and ſo zew Articles of 
Faith every hour. Is not this a mad kind of 
arguing, to conclude as abſolnte an unerrable- 
neſs in Faith, as if they had not onely 2 determi- | 
| nAe 


nate Principle but even as ſelf-evident and un- 
miſtakable as the Firſt Principle in Metaphylicks 


$0 guid themſelves by, whereas our. daily ey- 
. fight and their, own ſad experience every day 
teaches us by the practice of this Principle, and 
yet their differing in the. Sence of Sctipture in 
moſt: high-and moſt concerning Points, that the 
Specnlation is naught, and the Principle it 
ſelf a falſe and miſ-guiding Light. Nay I doubt. 
my Ls. himſelf has oy hearty value for this his 
Firſt Prmciple, though he ſayes he wholly relies 
on it; For I never ſaw Proteſtant Book in my 
Life thinner and fleighter iti Scriptute-Citations 
than is his Diſſuaſive : ſo that if that be his Firſt 
Principle he makes little uſe of it. 


PR 


' . 35-- Many other Propofitions or Suppoſals are 
imply'd in his book to give it force. As that It 
matters not how a Citation is qualify'd ſo it be 
bur alledg'd.* Tis no matter whether the Queſtion 
be rightly ſtated or no. , The Tenets of ou: 
Church are not to be taken from the uſe of de- 
finitions found in approved Councils, ſpeaking 
abſtractedly, but from the particular Explicati- 
ons of fome Divines. Every Foppery ia proper 
Effect of the Churches Doctrin. Points of Faith 
ought to be. comprehenſible to Reafon and 
Spiritual things ſutable to Fancy. ; The Ad of 


an Inquitition, Sayings of a few Divines or Ca- 
fuiſts are all Catholik Faith and the Doctrin of 
the Church. - That is rationally diſſuaſtve which is 
-onfcfiedly Uncertain. No Anlwer vas ever 


given 
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even to the Citations or Reaſons produc't in the 
Diſluaſive. Talking ſoberly and piouſly about a 
. | point is oftentimes as good as prooving it. That tis 
Self-evident Scripture's Letter can bear but one 
| | Interpretation as wrought upon by Human 
; | Skills. Theſe and multitudes of ſuch Iike, though 
\ | not expreſt yet run imply'd in his carriage all a- 
long this book, and ſuppos'd true to give it any 
force; yet fo evidently falle and weak , that to 
pull them out thence and make them ſhow their 
heads, 1s enough to confute them. 

T conclude, and charge the- Diſſuader that he 
not onely hath never.a Principle for his Dillualive 
to ſubſiſt by, but farther, that "tis Trmpoſſtble but 
himſelf ſhould know in his own Conſcience that he 
has none, ay more that the Proteſtant Canſe (and 
the ſame I ſay of all out of the Church) can have 
none. The {;rit part of my charge IT have mani- 
foldly proov'd in this preſent Appendix 5 The o- 
ther part of it which charges him with Conſcionſ- 
neſs of having no Grounds, hath tws branches; and, 
ſor the former of thoſe I alledge 1hat the wayes fic 
takes all along to manage his Diflaaſive, are fo 
evidently ſtudious, ſo induffriens, ſ0 jen and 
perfetly artificial, that, though one who is atided 
08.in a natural way 1s oftentimes not aware of hic 
thoughts or their method till he comes to veſted? 
yet *f7S Impolſrble he ſhould mot be aware of his. 
which he poſtures with ſuch exqiſtt craft and ſucl 
multitudes of preternatural ſleight: to render bis 
Diſcoirſe plauſyols, For ine le? ex of thoſe Branches, 
bo L 22mely. 
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namely, that he cannot but know the Proteſtant 
Canſe can have no Principles, to make it Evident 
T diſcourſe thus ad hominem, what I have provd 
in Sure-Footing ont of the nature of the Thing, 
'Tis their moſt conſtant and avow'd-Profeſſuon, and 
his p.9. that they do wholly rely upon Scrip- 
ture as the foundation and final refort of all their 
Perſuafions. This being ſo, Fathers and Conncils 
arenot held at all by them, but as far as they are 
agreeable to Scriptures, that is, their Teſtimony 
has nobalis of Certaintyfrom themſelves or of their 
own, but what they participate from Scripture, 
Wherefore either they are No Principles,or elſeSub- 


ordinate ones to their Firſt Prizciple, Scripture. ſ- 


Unleſs then [t be Certain or deſerve the name of 4 
Principle, They can mever be held by Proteſtants 
ſuch, zor conſequently can merit the name of Prin- 
ciples ( evex Subordinate ozes ) becauſe their 
pretended Firſt Principle from which onely they 
can derive Title to that dignity is, mm that caſe, 
none 2t ſelf: 7o Serra then lets come. EK) 
which word if they agreed to' mean any determi: 
nate Sence of it certainly known to be the true 
one, their Diſcourſe were well-built : But, ſince 


their Church can own no determinate Sence of the}- 


Scripture deriv'd- down from Chriſt and his Apo 
ftles in. antecedency to the Scripture's Letter 
but ( having renonnc't that Way or Tradition |) 
want ſay ſhe has it meerly from that Letter as ye 
znſenct, She mnſt mean that 'tis the Scripture 
Letter She relics on 4s the foundation __— 

ne 
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nal reſort of all her Perfuaſions, zay'ever for her 
Perſuaſion that this is the Sence of it. Since ther: 
Prixciples are determinate Sences, not charatfers 
or Sounds, neither is Scripture (as they take the 
word) a Principle, nor conſequently Fathers or 
Councils, whoſe Certainty is reſolvable into Tt. 
They'l ſav, that Letter is a Certain Way to arrive 
at a determinate Sence,'and conſequently that they 
have determinate Sence by means of it. T ah, is 


the Letter alone ſuch * Ther, in caſe it alone be 
abſolutely ſufficient to ſuch an EffeF , it will per- 
form it in every one; 45,if Fire be alone ſufficient to 
burn all the world, and ſp overpower all the re- 
ſiſtence of the matter, do but apply it , "twill d5 
that effed or burn it. Ts there requiſit ſome Schol- 
lerthip 7# the Subjed Scripture's Letter is towork 
upon, or deſire to ſee Truth in their Will? Then, if 
this be the onely requiſit,2t will work its Certifying 
or determining Effe@ upon all Schollers and well- 
meaners; and ſo no Schollers and well meaners can 
diſagree in the Sence of it.The contrary to which all 
ſober men acknowledge, & daily Experience teaches 


þ 9ze p. 12. for the Socinians deny this, amongſt whors 


us 5 much as we can be ſure of any Human Aion. 
The like Diſtenrſe holds whatever requiſits they de- 
fires for ftill it will follow they muſt ſay, that im 
whomſocver they place that requiſtt they cannot dif- 
fer in the ace of Scripture,which CommonExperi- 
ence will confute. Nor will it avail them to run to 
Fundamentals, unleſs it be ſaid the Trivity is no 
Fundamental,which the Diſſuader makes the onely 


2 ti; 


2.4.» oY 
'tis a ſtrange Inmoteſty in the Proteſtants to ſay 


there is, onc well-nieaning, Learned 'or 'unap<' 


ply'd to Seripture.' Adding then to this mſt Evi- 
dent Propoſition that a Caule proper'to produce 
ſuch an Effect if we plit the Patient 'diſpos'd and 
the Application), 'alwayes produces its Effe&, 
on the Truth of mhich all Nature depends, adding 
this, I ſay, to the obvious and common Expericuce 
of Differers about" Scriptures ſence, in all whom 
"tis Irpojjeble to judge cither” Diſpoſition of the 
Patientwox Application # wanting, for all read 
it and ſtrive with all the wit and skill they have 
to find. the ſence of it'; it will follow moſt Evis 
dently that the Fault is in the Agent or Cauſe, 
that is, that Scriptures Letter is unfit to Certify 
or bring us to a determinate ſence of it : and 
therefore, ſince, till we know the Sence of that Let- 
ter "tis to us but mcer Words, I am forc't by mn; 
reaſon to judge they have no. Principles ( Thoſe be+ 
ing. Sence) but that their whole way is wordith; 
and, not out of diſreſpet to them (for this togehes 
not them more than it docs all others who have 
left off the way of conveying down determinat: 
Sence by Living voice and PraGiſe, or Tradition ) 
but I am obliged by Conſcience and wy duty to my 
Canſe to declare that their whole Ground of their 
Faith 3s thus hollow. and empty. Whence I con- 
ze5F out of the natare of the thing, that their 
Cauſe, can bear no way of Sence of Principles, 
but muſt forcibly be upheld by Wordiſhneſs ;, as b; 
quoting Texts without any Certain Interpreter, 

Ertation: 
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Ci/ations of Fathers not brought to Grounds xot 
beld by themſelves Certain, fine'Seripiure-phraſed 
flourijbes of 24419 and ſach like, {n which the Diſ- 
ſnader is ®xccllent;.:0r elſe (if the Objefter be ve- 
ry, witty aud bave taken « great deal of pains is 
the way of Scepticiſi 7 ts be. tog hard fer & Piet. ) 
by bringing gall into Uncertainty , h i the 
acuteſt way of Wardiſt neſs, aud moſt fre to op- 
poſe any Diſcourſe that tends to Eſtabliſh and Set- 
tle, becauſe moſt oppoſpt to its, and 7 F, pA to expe 
Neceſſs zty will force them to take this way whey any 
replies to SURE- FOQTING. | 

\ 7 know ſome will expett I ſhould bave anſwer'd 
the Diſſnaſive particularly; but T know no reaſor 
why I ſhould: be. ſollicitons #0 ftard cutting of each 
ſingle Branch of Errour or be careful to hinder 
their growth, after T have once epluck t the Tres that 
hare them up by the Roots... 
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, POSTSCRIPT. 
IF my L4. pleaſe to reply, (which I fear will 


be toq troubleſome a taſk, becauſe of the ill> | 


{ Haturedneſs and Inflexibleneſs of Principles) or, 
if he reſolve to write hereafter © againſt our 
Church, his Ly. is intreated he would pleafe 
to gp to work like a J7an;, that 1s, orderly, not 
confonidinig and jumbling all together. Let him 
firſt define then what makes a Thing obligatory 
to be held by Catholike, a Do@rin of our Church 
or point of Faith; then put down the very 
words of the Council in caſe it be defin'd; 
next, acquaint us with the zatrre of his obje. 
ctions, vouch them Concluſrve, and let his Rea- 
der know in what their virtxe ar force of Con- 
cluding is plac't, for this will ſtrengthen them 
exceedingly ; and then Jet him . fall to work 
waen he will. Above all 1 beg of him not to go 
about to foreſta]l the fiacere verdict of Reaſon 
by corrupting firſt the Will of weak people by 
pious Talk ; bur firſt ſpeak ſmart and home to 
their underſtandings with ſolid Reaſons, and 
then at the end of the Book preach as much 
as he pleaſes againſt the wickedneſs of a 
Point when he hath once demonſtrated its 
Faljhood. Otherwiſe the Sermon ſo expands and 
Tatifies the. Proof, and his Gudly Rhetorick {o 
evaporates his Reaſons, that it refle&ts no light 
arail; and ſo no mortal! eye, though ſtraining 
Its optick nerves, 1s able to diſcern tr, 


A 
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A Letter 


Fo D*.C afanbon. 


: Honoured Sir, | 
A Fter I had printed S»re-Footing, Theard ac- 
A cidentally that you had been .pleaſd to 


take notice of my- Yay and ſome ſignal Paſſages 
- in Schiſms Diſpatcht, I was glad to hcar that 


ſo ancient a Friend of mine had offer'd me a fair 
occalign to renew our acquaintance, refolving 
to take an account of his Exceptions, and requite 
them with a due Satisfaction aſlocn as I could 
find a ſeaſon proper. Wherefore, when the Jaſt 
theet of my Appendix againſt the Diſſtiader 
was under the prels, finding both leafure and Op- 
portunity to. ſeccend my Intentions, I took your 
Book, perns'd diverſe chicf patlages in it, and 
particularly what concern'd my felf, p. 87. 

The firſtglance of it put mic in fome Wonder- 
ment at the difference I found between you in 
your Book and. the character of you in my 
Thoughts long ago imprinted thare : For in 
theſc I found you a ſolid ſuber man,a guoa Schoi- 
lar, as alſo ingenuous and candid 3 but in your 
Book, particularly in thoſe paſſages,I ſaw plain- 
ly C and was troublcd to ſec it ) you had either 
ane of thoſe Oualities 1 imagin'd myov. or to 
a very ſmall degr:e. Put, | began {t13ight to 
reflect with myſelf that as, when I was a chiid, 
Y 4 b 
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I fancy'd rooms very ſpacious and ſtreets very 
long. which, coming to the ſtate of a Man, I 
found very ſtrangely diminiſht 3 ſo my riper and 
more Judicious Thoughts ſaw now the meaſure 
of your virtues in their true demenſions, which my 
younger and unexperienctt years had ſo ſtrangely 
magnify'd and enhanc*'t. T doubt'not but your 
outward appearance will make it thought by 
thoſe that khow you, T have ſaid too much, lets 
fee how I can jultifie my ſelf. 3 

f complain then that your carriage in this ond 
page diſcovers you at once an abſolute ftranger 
to Science, and withal very uncivilly Injurious 
co me all along without any imaginable need, 
Ground orthe leaſt occaſion given. 

You begin with a miſtake of the reafon why 
the Rational Way explain'd in Ruſhworthes Dias 
logues was fo] low'd by me in Sc biſor Diſpatiht, ON 
rather why that way was devifed, and conceive 

tis becauſe we deſpair of maintaining the Popes 

Perſonal RO OIAey, and think a your own If 
vou diſprove this; 89 thar 'Fou ſtrongly appre: 
hend this the baſis of all our Faith. By whith'F 
{ce Opinion and Faith is all one- with you, 'De- 
cerve not your felf nor your Readers Sir 3 our 
Dr. came and do diſpute againſt perſonal Infal- 
Ib1it-s far more {trongly than you are: ever 
]: kely : and it you pleaſe to look into our Coun- 
clis you find no rews of building Faith on any 
juch ground, biit onely on Tradition. The Way 
[ raxe is the old-and-ever-Way of the Church 3 
oy the 
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the farther Explication of it is indeed new,” not 


| occafion*d by our relinquiſhing: Perſonal Tnfalli. 


bility- of the Pope, (you ſhall” never ſhow''tht- 
Church ever built her Faith on a diſputable 


| Ground)but by this occafion-!' | 


Had you looket into Things and confiderdithe 
progreſs of the Rational part 'of the world :as 
well as.you pore bn' Books, -you would have dif- 
cern'd: that the Wits of this laſt half Century 
have. been ſtrangely curious and Inquifitive; :and 
ſtraining. towards a SartisfaCtion' apt to'bring'all 
into doubt which they conceived to hinder their 
way to it. Had: you refleted on thoſe'Hetoes 
of ſuch Attempts, the Noble-and Learned S*, 
Kenelm Digby, des Cartes, Gaſſendus, Harvey, 
and now #he Royal Society; thoſe living-Libranies 
of Learning in their ſeveral wayes, you word 
have found that, parallel ro them in the matter 


| of Controverſy were the Þ4. 'Farkland arid! Mr. 
Chilliagworth 3\ whoſe acute. wits findingins E> 
 {tabliſhment nor Satisfaction in the Refolutionvof 


| our Faith: as'made by ſome particular Drv;aes, 


nor'yet inthe Groundsof the'Proteitant Beleet; 


| endeavout'd toſhitke-the whole Fabrick of o## 
| Faith, and allow but a hatidſome Probability 
[to their own, Whence, Doubt and Inquilitiveneſs 
| being the Parents of Satisfaction and Evidence, 


Catholick Controvertiſts began to apply ther 


elves more cloſely and regardfully to look into 
[the Groun. : oftheir Faith, Tradition or Univer- 


ll delivers Te:tled from the beginning of the 
| Church, 
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Church, proceeded upon by Councils and all 


the Faithful, inſiſted on and ſtuck to by the 
Fathers,. eſpecially 'thoſe )who were moſt Con- 
troverſial as Atharaſins, S. Auguſtin, Tertulliay, 
S. Hierome,&c. and-at large by:Vincentins Liri- 
reuſis 5 and,to conſider how Proper Cauſes lay'd 
in Things by the Courſe of God's Providence had 
the virtue to produce the Effet of deriving 
down with Infallible Certainty Chriſt's doctrin 
to us.. Hence ſprung our farther Explication of 
this way which ſo much bewonders you. This 
Is your-miſtakez now to your Injuries. _ 
[-quoted Knſhworth's Dialogues and call'd it 
The rich Store-houſe of motives fortifying Tra4i- 
tion. Upon this your Reaſon works thus. 7s 
T do not underſtand, I never heard «f ſuch an Au- 
thour ; and it is poſſible the better to cry himſelf 
up he might borrow another name. What means 
This I do not anderſtand? The acquaint the Rea- 
der...It means you are ſo wedded to talk by the 
book that you are utterly at a loſs if an Authour 
be. quoted you haye not heard:of: The reaſon 
of which is becayſe as I ſee-by your Diſcourſes, 
which look like ſo:many dreazns , your Genius 


aclines you not much to trade in Books whichſ| 


pretend to the way of Reaſon; and, if Schiſm 
Diſpatch't ſo amaz:d yon, *tis to be fear'd that 
Sure-Footing and its Corollaries may put you out 
of your witts. But with what Civility ſhould 
you hint I ſo extoll-d my ſelf under another 
name, it being (as you ſay) but poſſeble. —_— 
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| T put upon you all things that were poſſible, whit 
| a Monſter might I'make you ? But 1t abundantly 


.manifeſts your ſhort reach. of reaſon that: »tis 
highly Tmprobable. For either I muſt have-dif- 


| cover'd my ſelf to the world to be Authour of . 


both books and then T had ſham'd my ſelf with fo 
high ſelf-praiſes 3 or not have manifeſted it , and 
then where's the credit I had got by the other 
book I had fo extoll-d. © © | | 
Your next Injury is that 7 make nothing of, 
and diſclaim the Teftimonies of Popes and Prelates, 
calling them the words of a few particular men, 
and cite for it 8chiſzz Diſpatch't p. 98; where 
there is not one word. of+. either Pope or 
Prelate, nor of diſclaiming any. Teſtimony; mor 
of calling thoſe the;bare words of a few particular 
,22e#; Now, if this be ſo, every word you charge 
againſt me 1s an. injurious Calumny and -your 


"| whole charge a direct Fallthcation. 'My:-words 


are'thele. By this is ſhown in what we place: the 
Infallbility of the CHURCH, ' not in the :bare 
words of few particular men, but in the manifeſt 
and. ample Atteftation of ſuth a Multitude;&c. 
Where, though you cannot or ivill not, yet the 


| Reader, if he nnderſtands plain-Erglifh, will-ſee 


T meddle not with who isior 13 not Infallible 


befgdes the Church; nc» ſean:the validity.of Te- 


ſtimonies of Popes ar Pri /ates, but treat in what 


the Infallibili-y cf he ri CH confiſts : Now 
the word C!.URCH denuting in 1ts Firſt Signt-. 


fication an Vrjverſalitp, 1 place her Infallibi- | 


» 
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lity-3n' Univerſal Atteſtation'from Age to Age.| 
Notwithſtanding which, my Corollaries.in S#re-| 
Footanlg if your Wonderment at my zew Way n 
or-your own-habituation to words: will” let .youp 


[ TT Jos 


underſtand them, will let you ſee I alſo place In-|, * 


falkbility in leſſer Councils; 8 evenin'pa tticular| 
\Sees,: but moſt in the Popes or the Romans noth 
by: way of an Affatus (of which Ifor my part amþ 
able to give no account ) but.-by. a courſe off 
ThingsNaturat and Supernatural, laid by Gods| 
ſweetly-and-ſtrongly . ordering Providence in| 
fecond.Carnſes.' But what apgravates your. Falli- 
ficdtion is, that whereas I there counterpoſe bare 
words and Atteftation, rejecting; the fir(t andF 
making uſe of the;later , > your make me aftirmP 
Teſtimonies to. be' bare words "To which bow 
-much. I attribure every ſuch paſſage of mine-willſ 
tell-you; for on'them the way..I follow entirely 
builds.  'So that-this. whole Charge is citherſ 
quite. oppoſit 'or elle diſparate to what I ſay 1 inf 
one place whence. you cite my words. | 
,Four third Injury: (and *tis a ſtrange one) is 
hs EL fleight Scriptures, Fathers \and Commcilleas : 
winch, (in this-buſtneſs) and call them in: ſcorn 
Wordiſh Teſtimaomies'; tor which you cite &c61ſhuſ 
Dijpatch't p. 42. Bat not ſuch a word is 'foundÞ 
there, nor I will undertake any where elſe inmy 
Writings. 'Tis likely indeed, that ſpeaking of 
ſuch things as you uſe to call Teſtimonies, (tor 
you name every fleight Citation ſxcb whether it 


have the nature of "Witneſs mg init, that 15, be 
built 
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{ built on Sexſations or no) 'I may fay theyare 
: wordiſh , in regard you have no Certain means 
/ toarrive at their Sence; and till then IT beſeech 
| you what are they elſe but meer /OAKDF2? or 
. | rather meer ChagaFers and Sounds? 


uf | What high deference I give to ATVEEY ſee 
or 0: 18, & 19: beginning p. 146. 1n Srre-Footing : 


| To Councils, ſee Corol. 27. FoFathers,taking 
{ them properiy, you may be inform'd by: the 
4:0 whole Body of my Diſcourſe concerning Tradi- 
| tion, of which they are a part,and the Eminenteſt 
G.Þ Members of it in Proportion to their number. 

| - Yourq®-Injury is that the onely thing T place 


1 ] Twfallibility inis Oral Tradition and the Teſtimo- 
ml ies of Fathers of Families; whereas t place 
wh Tofallibilities allo in other: things, though I 


M1 make this the greateſt, But your diſcourſe 
| makes me difeſteem and exclude all others, 


Y | both Popes, Prelates, Fathers and Councils, by [i 

* eſtabliſhing this; Whereas by ſettling this, I C 
| eſtabliſh a/ others, nor find you any ſuch Ex- Þ 

:| prefiions in my Book ; on the contrary 'tis evi- | 


dent by thoſe words I znclude them 5 unleſs you 

' thifk Popes and Prelates are not Fathers of Fa- 

| miles, buttake lodgings or hire rooms in other 

1k mens houſes by the week. Truth is, being+to 

; expreſs the obligatory defcent of F aith from Ape 

ih to Age, I cait about for a common word tit to _ 
expreſs ſach Deliverers, and conceived this of 
Fathers of Families the apteſt; 'becauſe the 
Church conſiſting - of Families: this was molt 
: Gcne- 
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General 3 and every Maſter of a Family, by bes | 
ing ſuch, has an Obligation: to ſee all under him | 
taught their Catechiſm or Faith. This in come | 
mon, Which was enough for my purpoſe then, | 
Bnt, were to diſtinguiſh the ſtrength of thoſe | 
Teſtimonies, I ſhould ſhow that a Prieſt hath an | 
Incomparable advantage above a Layman, a 
Biſhop above him, and the Head of the Church | 


above a Biſhop. | 


Your 5. Injury is lighter, Gecaulſc it ſpeaks | 
but your own Apprehenlions and I am to expect | 
no better from you. My many chimeerical ſuppo> | 
ftions,and my Impertinencies in which T ſo pleaſe 
my ſelf,omſt needs begets wonder (ay you) in caſe 
the man ( as probably) be of any account and re- | 


putation in the world, Now my Suppoſitions in 
the way I take are chicfly theſe, that men in all 
Ages had Eyes and Ears, the wit and (if they 
were good Chriſtians ) the Grace not to te!] 
an open and damnable ly to no purpoſe 3 and, 


for theſe, I ſhould much wonder my lelf | 


if you did not worder at ſuch odd Grounds, 
and eſteem them Chimerical, becauſe you 
have read them in no ancient book; for you 
uſe not to Jook into Things. By this extravagant 


kind of dealing, you ſay you carrmot but ſuſpe# me 


to be one of the Fraternity of the new-pretended 
Lights.. ] believe you heartily ; For, to begin 
withSelf-evident principles and thence to deduce 
Immediate Conſequences is fuch a mew Light 


to you, as I dare undertake ſcarce one beam of 
| It 
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! ir ever enter'd into the Eye of your Underſtand- 
{ ing. TI concetve 'tis the difference between your 
; way & ours which breedsall this miſ-intelligence. 
| Ours ayms to bring all Citations to Grounds by 
| way of Cauſe and Effet; yours to admit them 
| confuſedly,efpecially if writ by ſome oldAuthors 
| provided they ſpeak not for the Intereſt of 
| Papiſts, for then they are queſtionable. Ours1s to 
| be backwards in aflenting to any thing writ long 
| ago, till our Reaſon be ſatisfy'd no Paſſion or 
| miſtake could invalidate its Authority 3 yours 
| to believe them hand over head, if the book be 
| but ſaid to be Authentick 3 which is to a degree 
the ſame Weakneſs as that of the rude Country 
| people who think all true they ſee iz Print, and 


that their having a ballad of it is ſufficient to au- 
thenticateit. Our Principle is that no Autho- 


| rity deſerves any Aſcent farther than! Reaſon gives 


it to deſerve , and hence we lay Principles to af- 
ſure us of Kzowledee and Yeracity in the Au- 
thour ere we yeeld over our Aſſent to his ſayings. 
Yours is kinder-hearted than to hold them to 
ſuch ſtrict terms, and is well appay'd if ſome 
Authour you have a conceit of, praiſe the other 
fora good Writer, or his work for a good Book, 
Ours is to lay Self-evident Principles and deduce 
immediate conſequences, and by this means to 
cultivate cur Reaſox, that nobleſt Faculty in us 


- Which conſtitutes us 27ez3 yours to lay up mul- 


titudes of Notes gleand from ſeveral Authours 


-and, if you hetter any Spiritual Facuity you 


have, 
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haxe;. tis ypur Memory not your Reaſon. Hence 
we carry, for the main of our Dodrin, and as 


far.as 'tis antecedent to written Authority, our | 


Library in. our Heads; and. can; as well ſtudy 


* 20. a Garden, as litting in a; Libraxy ſtuftt with | 
booksz, whereas your way of Leatning ties you | 
to turn Over leaves;of Authoars, as children do | 


their Dictionaries, for every ſtep of your dit- 


courſe-:;and as an ingenious man ſaid of thoſe | 


Poets who {pun not their Peems aut of their own 
Iaventzon, but made them up of fcraps of 'wit 
tragſerib d from other Aurhours 
on Lord! how they'd OR... 
if they ſhould chance to loſe their paper Book? 


Sowe may ſay of you 3 that, if your Notes you | 


have with much pains collected, hap to miſcarry, 
you are utterly at a loſs; ſo thatlittle of your 
Learning 1s Spzrit#al and plac*t in your Soul,. as 
true Learning ſhould be, but in w2aterial and 
periſhable paper and characters, In a word, your 
whole: performance ends hers; that you are able 
to:declare what other men ſay whereas ours 
aims at enabling us to manifeſt what our ſelves 
KNoO#. No wonder then if our wayes being 


fo different, we cannat hit itz but that, as 


you think ours Ghimerical, fo 1 aſſure my telt 
yours, and conſequently all you write in-+hat 
way, i8'( as far.as..you go about to coxclade or 
cauſe 4ſſent by it.) exceedingly ridzeulous., _ : | 
This, Idoubr.not, will confirm,you in what 


yau fakd betore, that I an 20 Friend to Amcient 
Books 


mY ; C99) | 
Books or Ledrning. To Note-book Learning in- 
deednot'much ; to trze\Leatning or Xowledge, 
ur | very much 3 and even to the other asfar as it con- 
ly | duces to This. To Books I'am ſo mucha Friend, 
th Þ that T deſire not a feiv ſhould be ſelected of each 
u Þ fort by a General Council of Schollers, ' and the 
lo || teſt bura'd,as did an ingenious perſonzbut I would 
1- | onely haye the riff-raff burn-d (\+tis no grear 
le | matter if that tedious Legend of Dr. Des 


it Þ preſerv'd 3 but fo, that their Contents ſhould 
be gather'd in Heads or Common-place books 
for Schollers to look in occaſionally, not for 
rational Creatures to ſpend their whole lives in 
"U |} poring on them and noting them with a fooliſh 
> þ expectation to find true Knowledge by ſtuffing 
I | their Heads with ſuch a gallimawfry, and after 
45 | 4O. years thus ſpent, never the wiſer 3 for, in- 
d Þ deed, this is littfe better than for one to hope to 
1 Þ frame himſelf a good ſute of Apparel by pick- 
le Þ ing thrams ends out of a multitude of old and 
rs | overworn Garments. But to the point, I diltin- 
*s Nl gniſh Boks. And, as for the Scriptures, aſcer- 
S Þ taining their better and Sence ( which is done 
ff by Tradition) *tis clear they arc of Incompara- 
It'Þ ble value 3 not onely for the Divine Doctrir 
tf contain'd in them, but-alſo for many particular 
Ir Fl paſlages, _ Source or firſt Atteſtation not 
'  Þ being univerſal, nor their nature much Practical, 
it} might poffibly hare been loſt in'their conveyance 
down by Tradition, Next, follows thoſe of 
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Councils and Fathers, and ( ſuppoſing Chriſt a 


perfect Law-giver) 'tis clear all they have.to do | 
with Faith is to witzeſs the Churches beleef 3 and | 
the former of them to declare or explain Faith or |þ 
the Churches Sence againſt obſtinate Hereticks. | 


Asſach then their Books are to be valu'd, © that is 
exceedingly. Next, follow ſuch as Enclid+s or 
Archimedes his, which expreſs Science 5 ..and 
thoſe are of very great worth, in regard they 
acquaint us with and manifeſt to our hands the 
Knowledge of the former world 3 which being 
Speculative , little of it could have come down 
by Tradition, except when that Speculation be- 
came Practical, and exprelt it ſelf in Matter by 
many uſeful or rather zeedful Arts, Trades, or 
ManufacGures. After thele ſucceed Opiniona- 
tive Books , of which this laſt Age has produe*t 
multitudesz and theſe alſo are very uſeful, if 
the Reader go not too credulouſly to work, but 
have right Principles laid already in his head; 
for then the variety of mens Conceits and their 
Reaſons for them will hint to a Conſiderer di- 
verſe Conſequences, which otherwiſe the flow- 


neſsand diſtractedneſs of our Reaſon would not | 


have light of; nay, even the miſcarriages of 
ſuch Reafoners avail a wiſe man, as Ariftotle out 


of the contraryOpinions of Philoſophers, whom he 
faw failing in their Grounds, gathered very hap- | 


pily the »iddle Truth. Thele Books therefore 
are worth preſerving. Human Hiſtories come 
next and Theſe ſecond Tradition in her object, 
| anaticr 
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| matter of Fad, after ſhe hath authenticated 
\d | them and the Circumſtances of their Writers. 
| There are others fit for Explications or Rational 
Declarations of a point by Similitudes, alluſions, 


S, | 
4% | Examples 8 ſuch like, as Pliny's Natural Hiſtory, 
x | Emblems, Fiftions,8& others of an Ornamental Na- 
id | ture 3 ' which being uſeful for Sermons and Dit- 


y courſes futable to the middle fize of the world, 
| tis plain they are preſervable: With this caution 
g that theſe and:chiefly Opizianative books be ei- 
x | ther kept from-the-weak and credulous vulgar, 
or Ele in the Preface to them ſome learned Aus 
y | thority declare in common how farthey are to be 
creditedsleſtby impoſing oh thereaſonsoftheGe- 


Ir Ie <p pabaey 
,. | nerality, they. Hinder the world's improvement. 
e | Prayer-books and” Recreation-books tis almoſt as 


(| Evident they are- to be preſervd, as 'tis that 
Prayers and Recreations are to be uſed. Onely 
caution 15.to be had the former be examin'd well 
and approov'd by Eccletiaftical Authority , and 
that the /ater be chaſt and anabuſive. You have 
. | here my ſentiment concerning Books; againſt 
- | which you ſhall tind nothing in Schiſze Diſpatch't, 
cf Or any of my Wiitings. In a, word, I would have 
| every thing diſtinguith-t, examin-'d by Grounds, 
\| &allow'd as far as *tis reaſonable : Nor wonder 
| I much at your miſtake of me in this point, for 

you are not the onely man that thinks all Books, 
| and even Authorigy to be abſolutely deny*d, 
when they are ſorted, and rank*t in their juſ) 
degree of merit; that is, indeed, ſettled and ce 

| & 2 {tab 


0340) 


ſtabliſh't 3 tor we Metaphyſicians think nothing | 


to ſtand'/firm but by being, or being-held- ta-be, | 


truly what 74 75. 


You' denounce #70 to Colledges and Libraries 


if thele: men ſhould prevail. Yet, you ſee now | 
I leave-you Libraries enow, and permit you | 


your onely darlings, Books 3 and onely deſire you 
would.love them-wiſely, Neither will Colledges 
forfeit their Libraries to my Diſcourſe, , Qnely, 
whereas you would,. have Schollers educated 
there, onely pore on books, Nate and(when they 


come'to write, ) guote,'I would, have them take | 
Principles, along with them by. which to judge 
and conſider of what they read. Without which 
*:isto be fear'd their much reading will do;them þ 
more harm then good 3 and even pervert honelt | 
aatur as Reaſon 1 11. them by filling their: heads | 


with a multitude of unconnected and unconne: 


Gible Ends of Sayings, impoſlible to be ever | 


poſtur'd in the frame of Reaſon, and theinſelyes 
unturniſh*t of means to know whichrather toad- 


here to; which may fit them to talk indeed of | 


many things, like Parratsz yet, all the while, 


for want of Principles, 4zzow- nothing of what | 
they fay. If you would have Colledges confiſt of | 
. fuch, Iconceive [am a far better Friend to Col- | 


ledges than your ſelfare, and that no great cauſe 
' of Woe will come to them by my means. Burt, 
as Our way in your conceitgbrings Foe to Col- 
ledges and Libraries,. ſo you affirm that Atheiſm 
and Mahometiſm will get byit. By. which I un- 
derſtand 
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g | derſtand what a Diſputant you are. I. beleeve 
e, | you would quote Scriptures and Books to con- 
| fute an Atheiſt or Mahometan; whereas I con- 
ex Þ| ceive, fince all Diſcourſe ſuppoſes an Agree- 
w | ment between the Diſcourſers in ſome Common 
u | Principle, and they denie or undervalue your 
u | writter proofs, you muſt begin to confute them 
es. | by Maxims of commmor Reaſon, antecedent toall 
| Authority. For theſe, Human Nature obliges 
d | allmen to hold to, unleſsthey have quite irrati- 
y | opaliz'd themſelves into perfe&t Scepticiſin 3 
e | whereas they reject or fleight the other; which 
e | ta render. Efficacious you muſt go tq work firſt 
h | with Principles of plain reaſon. 403: 
n þ ;:: Your laſt Injury which I account the worlt of 
ſt | all-the. reſt, is deliver'd thus. Others, : of ap- 
is | proved worth and abilities have met with this 
2- | wal, who, I think, have done hin more credit 
r | than be deſerved. This argues you are ſo ſet to 
*$ | abuſe me,. that no Teſtimony, though never fo 
|- | valid, and confeſt tobe ſuch, can ftave you of. 
tf | And the Judgment or Veracity of my Friends, 
2, | who:ſpeak by Experience ſhall be queſtion'd, 
it | rather than you will be broughtto entertain any 
ft | conceit of me that's handſome, You leap vo- 
- | luntarily-into Falfifications and il]-languag'd mit- 
e | concelts without any motive, but are fo reſtif 
t, | and/backwaxd to think or ſpeak inthe leſt cavilly 
- | of me, that witneſles of approved worth and 
abilities, cannot win you to fayourable appre- 
henſions nor keep yqu from purſuing your ok 
| Z 3 ute 
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lute Cenforiouſnels. Had you found half that 
Teſtimony. for the  Authentickneſs of an old 
Writer in ſome mouſe-eaten rag of Antiquity it 
had gonedowncurrently with your Genius, and 
bin--nexbÞ to. Goſpel. I value not your Judg- 
ment of inez:but highly and equally diflike your 
humour as:ywid of all Ingenuity, whether it had 
been uf'd ro,my ſelf or another. When you re- 
view SchiſorDiſpatcht,. and ſee your miſtakes, 
I hope-yow -willl have. a'good conceit of my 
Friends-;atleaftz for whom 1a this paged apo- 
logize. ; wi 

Bur that Junay re-acquaint my ſelf with you, 


[am to tell you that you alſo'have: met 'me for» | 


merly and knew me very well. Nay, . that Iam 
exccedingly:bound:toyou for the beſt favour in 
the, workd 5:.-whyich is.that, accidentally, you. 


cantributed to make mea Catholick; But, 'be- | 


cauſe 'tis long ago, I am forc't to remind you of | 


it by two Tokens. Qae' is/that in Dzrham-houle | 
where yout that time lodgd when you cameto | 
London, and in your chamber there, upon occa- þ 
flionof reading a book. writ:by a cettain Prote- þ 


ſtant Bithop againſtthe Heal preſence, 1 obſerv'd, 
and acquainted you with my obſervation, chat, 


to my Judgment, the Fathers ſpoke more favour- | 
ably tor the Papiſts tenet:than the Proteſtants: | 


Hereuypon, you: took me byithe hand and told 
ine they were mad who'read. the Ancient Fathers 
and ſaw not they meant Chriit was as really in the 
Sacrament 4s in Heaven. The other was yet 
| | more 
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more remarkable, ,and this; that ( either your 


| Grandfather or Father, I know not which, but 
{ Ithink) your Grandfather was intimate with 
| Mr. Calviz, and, when he had put out his Expli- 
| cation of Chriſt's preſencein the Sacrament, which 


dodg'd and ſhuffled between really and z6t- 
—_ that 1s, between 7s and 7s-20t, he chal- 
leng'd Mr. Calvin with it, and laid open to 
him the non-Sence and indefenſibleneſs of it, 


| aſking him why he put out fo ſtrange an Opis 


nion, Which he was never able to make good? 
at which Mr. Calviz took hold of his own | 04 
and faid, See you this? IT would willingly cut it 
off on condition 1 had never put it out ſo. To 


which your Grandfather reply'd , Tox fbould 


then explain it ſome other way ; Mr. Calvin an- 
ſwer'd, Ay Inſtitutions are ſo ſpread all over 
France that 'tis now too late, Thus you, letting 


© | me ſee by a Teſtimony very 2»:emediate, that 
the. late Authour of this Tenet which. now fo 
-reigns all over Ezeland, wilh't his finger cut off 
| when he writ it. How you will reconcile this 


" | with the late new piece of the Rubrick in the 


2) 
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| Common-Prayer-book, abſolutely renouncing 
| all real preſence, in which point the Church of 
| of Exeland formerly expreſt her ſelf abſtracted- 
ly, do you conſider. 


Sir, I beſeech you let this be a fair warning 
to you how you deal ditingenuoufly for the fu- 
ture; and pardon ſome of my expreſſions to tny 
high provocation and exceeding great haſt : | 

| am 


2-4; . awe 
am ſure the worſt of them is a Civility compar d 
to the harſh -carriage you have uſd towards 


your ſelf in openly falſifying both my wbrds and | | 
ſence, and cauſlelly wreſting to an it! conſtru- | 


Aion every paſſage-you touch't z yet not doing 
me the right to goabour to anſwerany one inthe 
feaſt, that ſo | might ſee by your Reaſons you 
had Grounds to think as you writ. Had you 
argu'd againſt me I know too well the right of a 
Writer, to take it ill if you laid open and amd 
my conceived Faults, though the zames of them 
had been harſþ Words; but not even to attempt 
eo confute them, yet to flie into ſuch Expreffi- 


ons, is the very definition of railing. I was ex+ | 


treme forry to. lay open the Fault of a Friend, 
though my own Concern made it Fitting, and 
your demerit J#f?, and do aſſure you that onely 
the Injury to my Cauſe, which went along in that 
ation oblig-d me to this Vindication. Setting 
afide thedaty I owe to That, Iam ſtill asever. 


Tour true Friend and 


F % 


of Y \, 
*.-\ humble Servant, 


7. 8. 
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4 LETTER 4 
© how 
The Authour of Sure-footing, 
TI to his Anſwerer. 
SIR, b i DF Reba | 
Am certainly inform'd there 1s an Anſwer to 
l my Book intended, and a Perſon choſen 
out for that Employment 3 whoſe: Name. 
am uncuncern'd to know, it being only. his Quas 
lity asa Writer I have to do with. Þ receive the 
Alarum with great chearfulneſs; knowing that; 
it my Adverſary behaves himſelf well, 1t will 
exceedingly conduce to the clearing:and fertling 
the main point there controverted: :'But, . be+ 
cauſe there is difterence between: being cal/'d an 
Anſwer and beizg an Anſwer, and. that *tis ex- 
tremely oppoſit tomy Genlus, to be task't in lays 
inz open mens Faults even as Writers, (though it 
has been my unhappineſs formerly to meet. with 
Adverſaries, whoſe way of whkking made that 
carriage my only dnty ) wherefore to prevent, 
as much as Tam able. all occaſion of. ſach un- 
ſavory oppolitions, and to make way .to the 
clearing the point, that ſo our Diſcourſe may 
redound to the profit and - ſatisfaction of our 
Readers, I make bold tooffer you thele few Re- 
Aexions3 which in eftect contain no more but a 
Requeſt you would ſpeak to the poi, and in 
ſuch a way as 15 apt to bring the matter nearer 2 
clearing. This if you pleaſe to do, you wii! 
A. - uy 


A 

very much credit your ſelf and your endeavours 
in the opinion of all ingenuous perſons. If you 
refuſe, and rather chuſe to run into Rhetorical 
Excurſions, and fuch Diſcourſes as are apt to 
breed new Controverſies not pertinent to the 
preſent one under hand, you will extreamly dif- 
parage both yonr ſelf, your party and your 
Cauſe, and give me an exceeding advantage 
againſt them all 3 I ſhall alſo have the SatisfaQti- 
on to have manifeſted before-hand by means of 
this Letter, that I have contributed as much as 
In meliesto make you avoid thoſe Faults, which 
F muſt then be forc't to lay open and ſeverely 
preſs upon you, little to your Credit nor your 
Cauſes neither; You being (as I am inform d 
and Reaſon gives it ) ſignally choſen out as held 
molt able to maintain it. | 

2. That.there may be no more diſtance be- 
tween usthan what our Cauſe enforces, I heart1- 
ly aſſure you that though I highly diflike your 
Tenets negatively oppoſit to what we hold Faith, 
and the Way of Writing I foreſee you mult take 
( unleſs you reſolve to love Candour better than 
your Cauſe ) as being Inconcluſive and fo apt to 
continue not finiſh debates, yet I have not the 
leaſt p:zqze againſt yours or any mans Perſon. Nor 
have I any particular averſion againſt the Prote- 
ſtant party;rather I look upon it with a better eye 
than on any other Company whatever which has 
| broke Communion, with the Catholick Church : 
It preſerves ſtill unrenounc't the form of Epiſco- 


Rk x ” - SR 


pary, the Church-Government Inftituted by 


: | Chriſt; and many grave Solemnities and Cere- 
| | monies,, which make our Union lefs difficult : 
> | Many of their ſobereſt Writers acknowledge di- 
> | versof the renounc't Tenets to be Traths: ſome 
- | of them alſo profeſs to hold Tradztor, eſpecially 
r | for Scripture's Letter 3 and even for thoſe Points 
e | or Faith-Tenets in which: they and we agree 5 
- | thatis, where their Intereſt isnot touch't. I wiſh 
| | they would as heartily hold to it inall other 
s | Points which deſcended by it, and look into the 
h | Virtue it has of aſcertaining, and declarein what 
y | that Virtue conſiſts 3; I am canſjdent, a little can- 
r | dour of confeſſing truly what they finde, joyn'd 
d | with an endeavour of looking inteThings rather 
d | than Words, would eaſily make way to a fair 
Correſpondence. I eſteem, and even honour the 
>- | Proteſtants from my heart for their firm. Allegj- 


i- | ancetohis Sacred Majeſty and his Royal Fathers 
i | This uniting them alrexdy with all ſober Catho-- 
1, | liks underthar excellent notion of good Subjects, 
e || and in the. ſame point of Faith, the Indiſpenſa- 
in | bleneſs of the duty of Allegiance we owe ovr 
to | Prince by Divine Law. Laſtly I declare, that for 
he | this as well as for Charitable Conſiderations, IL 
or | have a very particular zeal for their reconcile- 
e- | ment to their Mother-Church 3 and that 'tis out 
ye || of this love of Union I endeavour ſo earneſtly to 


as | beat down the wordiſh and difſatisfa@ory way, 

1 : || of Writing,and go about to Evidence the Ground 

-o- | Of all our Faith 3 knowing, that, as wounds are 
- 


As 
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the diſtant ſides at the ſurface, and leaving them 
diſunited and unheal'd at the bottom , but the 
cure muſt begin there'firft ; ſo,the one! y Way to 
heal the Wounds of the Ghurch is to begin firſt 
to win ſome to acknowledge the mot radical and 
bottom-Principle* of all Faith, as controverted 
between-us; without which all agreement in par- 
ticular points muſt needs be unfound and hollow- 
hearted. Thisis'my'onely aym in Sure-Footing. 

That therefore you'may-not obſtruft ſo good a 
work, and with a1 perform the- duty of a ſolid 
and candid Writer.,- T:offer to your ſelf and all 
Ingenuous Readers. theſe few Reflexions : not 
ſprung from Wy Will (tor what Authority have 
T to preſcribe you your method) but from true 
Reaſon working upon the Thingz which makes 
It juſt duty in you, and ſo ought oblige you to 
follow it. 

3: In the firſt place , fince the feope of my 
whole Book is about the Firit Principle in Cor:- 
froverſy, orthe Ground of all Faith, as to our 


Knowledge; that is, about a Point antccedent to | 


all particular Points; I conceive it reaſonable you 
ſhould let your Diſcourſe ſtand firm to the mat- 
ter in hand, and not permit it to ſlide 1fito Con- 
troverfies about Particulars: For ſo, 'tis evident, 
wethall be apt to multiply many. words little to 
our prefent purpole. On what conditions you 
may haveright to alledge Particulars as pretend- 
cd Inſtances of Traditions failing, ſhall be ſeer 
hereafter, 


neyer connaturally and ſolidly curd, by uaiting 


4. Next, 
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4. Next, I deſire you would pleaſe to ſpeak 
out Categorically,and declare whether you hold 
Faith abſolutely Certain to ns, or elſe Poſſeble to 
be falſe for anything we know. To explicate my 
ſelf better, that ſo I may void ſome common 
and frivolous Diſtinctions, my intent 1s to de- 
mand of you in behalf of the Chriſtian Reader 
and his due ſatisfaction, whether you hold Gods 
Providence has laid in the: whole Creation any 
Certain means, by way of Proper Cauſcs to ſuch 
an Effect, to bring down Faith truly to us, and 
whether we can arrive at Certaia Knowledge of 
thoſe means, that is, come to ſee or kxow» the 
Connexion between ſuch Cauſcs and their Effect 
ſpoken of. I make bold topreſs you earneſtly to 
this declaration; and my reaſon 18, becauſe no- 
thing will more.conduce to the Conclution of our 
preſent Debate : For, in caſe ſuch Caules be Jaid 
and can be ſee by us, then they are Evident or 
Demonſtrative Reaſons fer the Ground of our 
Faith's Certainty : But, if no ſuch Cauſes be 
{aid, or being laid , cannot be ſec by us , then 
all the Wit of man can nevcr avuid the confſe- 
quence, but that we can have onely Probability 
tor all our Faith z that 1s, for any thing we ablſo- 
lutely know, *is all as falſe as an old wite's ta:e 5 
ſince there. are no degrees in Truths and Fail- 
hoods. If you advance this Ciy1l picce of Arhei- 
ſtry, you muit pardon me it 1 be roar with you 


. In oppolitivon to ſo damnable and Fundainonal 


an Errour ; I love Cluilttanity and Mankind is o 
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well toſuffer {har Pele which deſtroyes effe- 
Ctually the Root of all their Eternal Happineſs, 
and the Subſtance of all their Hope, to paſs un- 
ſhgmatiz'd, as it deſerves. Nor think to avail 
your ſelf by ſome Diſcourſers in our Schools, It 
will be ſhown, when preſt, that they are ſtill pre- 
ſerv'd good Chriſtians through the virtue of Tra- 
dition which they all hold to, notwithſtanding 
their private ſpeculations : but you not, becauſe 
of your want of Certain Grounds, to make you 


rationally hold Chriſts Faith. They onely miſtook 


a Word, whereas you will be found to erre in the 
whole Thirg,or the ordinary Means to true Chri- 
ſtiamty. - WD .” od m 
Again, if ſuch Cauſes be fitting to be laid by 
God's Providence, 'tis impoſlible to avoid the 
Dofrin -propos'd in Sare-Footing , becauſe 'tis 
abſolutely Impoſſible to invent any thing that 
looks like ſuch Cauſes, but thoſe which are de- 
liverd there 3 nor did any other Way ever at- 
tempt to ſhow any ſuch. Whence I foreſce your 
Caufe will force you to fly for refuge to the actu- 
a] Uncertainty, or poſſible Falſhood of all our 
Faith for any thing any man living knows by 
| ordinary means. A fad conſequenceof an erro- 
neous tenet ! But "tis connatural , and, fo to be 
expecied, ſuch Effects ſhould fullaw the renoun- 
cing the Rule of Faith. ps on 
5. Thirdly, T conceiveit very reaſonable that 
you wopld pleaſe to declare whether Controverſy 
onght to have any Firſt Principle or no 3 o_ 
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then to ſpeak candidly 7 and confeſs that Con- KD ' 
| trovertiſts are Certain of nothing they lay, ſince 
their diſcourſe has no Grennd or Firlt Principle 
il torely on. If any, whether Traditien be It; or, 
t if it benot, what elſe is; and then vouch (ag 
- | plainreaſon tellsus you ought) that what you 
: aſſigne has truly in it the nature of a Firs? Prix- 
py ciple, which common Reaſon gives to be ſelf 
e evidence. Or, laſtly, to profeſs (it you judge it 
1 your beſt play) that, what you ſubſtitute inſtead , 


c of Tradition, though it be a Firſt Principle, yet 
s | it neednot be atall ſeif-evident. Any thing ſhall 
| content me, ſo you will but pleaſe to ſpeak out, 
and to the point. 


. db . > ; 
- 6. Again, ſince it is evidently your task to 
! argue againſt Traditions Certainty , 'tis as Evi- 
dent that while you argue againſt it, you muſt 


bear your ſelf as holding It zxcertaiz ; I conceive 
then plain Reaſon obliges you not to produce any 
thing agaizſ# Tradition which depends wpozz 
Tradition for its Certainty 3 for, in doing ſo you 
would invalidate and even nullify all your own 
proofs : Since, if Tradition be held by you un- 
certain,and they haveno certainty but by means 
of It, they muſt be confeſt Uncertain too 3 and 
ſo they would be incompetent to be produc't as 
proofs, and your ſelf yery diſ-ingenuoms to pro- 
duce them : I add ſe/fcontradifing too , and 
Unskilfut , Nature and Ariſtotle teaching us, 
that a Diſcourſer ought not ſuſtain contrary to 
himſelf, Hence plaineſt Reaſon excludes you 
| *A 4 from 


5 ) 
from alledging any. $5 of Teſtimony,either from 
Scripture, Councils, Fathers, or Hiſtory, till you 
anſwer my Corollaries 12, 15, 16. which pretend 
to demonſtrate the Certainty of all theſe depen- 
dent on Tradition'sz and the onely way to ſhow 
my diſcourſes there to be weak, 1s to manifeſt 
* mv miſtake by declaring into what other thing 
your Certainty of thoſe Teſtimonies 1s finally re- 
ſolvable, which is not coincident with Tradition. 
When you produce ſuch a Principle,and prove It 
ſuch, you have right toalledge the foreſaid Te: 

t1mo:.J;es, for then you can make good their 
Authority : Till then, you can have no right in 
true reaſon to do it. Not onely, becauſe till then 
you are to be held a Renouncer of that Thing's 
Certainty upon which there are pretended de- 
monſtratious againſt you Theirs 1s built 3 and 
thoſe preſum'd true ones, becauſe you let ſuch 
ſtrongelt Attempts paſs unanfwer'ds bur very 
particularly for this Conlideration that our pre- 
ſent matter reſtrains you from it : For, our dil- 
courte wy bout the Ground uf that Authority 
which alcertains to us Faith ; which therefore 15 
antecedent to the notions of Faith , Faithful, 
Church, Counct]s, Fathers, nay and creditable 
Dito: V-DGOKS tO 03 ſince thoſe rely on Tradition 
(+ aken it large) for their Certainty, as 1s evident 
by | 212) reaſon, Coroll. 16, 24. which devolves 
nite ts, that Traaicon 1s FIRST AUTHO- 
Y, and {onot pruovable ordiſproovable by 
ICT keecndary "Authorities > butovght ro 
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' 7. Derg inform'd then by Evident Reaſon, 


iS, 

be impugn'd by pure Keaſor. But,if you. think 
fit togrant this Certainty to Tradition taken at 
large, yet deny it to Chriſtian Tradition, which 
hath, beſides its Human torce moſt powerful Di- 
vine Motives alſo to ſtrengthen itzpleaſe to ſpeak 
itout , and the ſtrange unreaſonableneſs of. the 
poſition will quickly be made appear. Or,if you 
grant Chriſtian Tradition Certain in bringing 
down thoſe common Points in which we agree, 
yet Fallible,nay actually erring.jn bringing down 
tous thoſe other points which we were found 
holding upon Tradition when you left us,and for 
which,as grievous Errors, you pretended toleave 
us; pleaſe to declare in what you hold the virtue 
of Tradition conſiſts, aſcertaining to us both 
thoſe common points, and how we come to know 
Tradition 1s engag'd for them 3 which done, it 
w1ll quickly appear whether its aſcertaining vir- 
tuehas its Effte& upon ſore, and not others; cr 
on all, Unleſs you do this, your very admittance 
of ' Tradition s Certainty in ſome , overthrows 
you without more ado : for, to acknowledge it 
argumentarive for the Certainty of ſoze, grants 
ita virtue of Aſcertaining, which therefore you 
are oblig'd to grant in a/, unleſs you give the 
reaſon of your Exception : otherwiſe to admit it 
when your Intereſt is not toucht, and reject it 
when it oppoſes you, is plainly to confeſs that 
Tradition:is able to certify, yet that you admit 
It when you liſt, and reject it when you hiſt. 


that 


that no kind of Authority but only the way of | 


Reaſon,is a competent Weapon to fight againſt 
Tradition with ;.I have three things to propoſe 
to your Thoughts on this occaſion, which I hope 
will ſound reaſonable to any intelligent man by 
the very mentioning. Firſt, that you would not 
alledge ſuch Arguments as ſtrike as well at the 
Conſtancy of every Species in Nature, eſpecial- 
ly Rational Nature that is, ſuch natural edi- 
ums as tend to deſtroy all Natural Certainty. 
Secondly, that your objections be not forrain, 
or fetch't from afarof 5 for theſe are multiplia- 
ble without End, and apt to be ſuggeſted by 
Fancy upon every not-ſeeing the coherence of 
ſome.other remote ( whether real or conceited 
Truth, with the Tenet we aim to impugy 5 
but that they be zmmrediate and cloſe, that is, 
taken out of the [ntrinſeca] Nature of the Thing; 
For ſo, they will be more forcible and by conle- 
quence be apt to do your Cauſe much ſervice ; 
and unleſs they be ſuch, they will do it none : 
For , inregard my(hole proceſs is grounded on 
thenature of the Thing, as appears by my Tran- 
ſition, and every Logician knows that remote 
and common conliderations are liable, for any 
thing we know, to be connefted or not-conneG- 
ed with the point we would apply them to, be- 
cauſe we ſee no Connexion but what's Immedi- 
ate; 1t follows that 'tis a very incompetent and 
dillatisfactory way toimpugn an Adverſary who 
endeavours allalong to fram2 his diſcourfeout - 
the 
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the. Intrinſecal Nature of the Thing , by re- 
' mote, orunimmediate, that is, indeed, Uncon. 


need Medinms. The third thing I requeſt is, 
that you either grant that no Argument or Rea- 
ſon 1s Concluſive, Dbliging-ro-&flen, or Satis- 
factory, but what 1seither Proper ( at leaſt Ne- 
ceſlary ) Cauſe or Effe& ; or elſe ſhow us out of 
Logick that other AfJed;ums have this virtue, and 
how they come to have it. This way of proce- 
dure will give me a great reſpect for you as ta- 
king honeſtly the Way which is apt to clear 
Truth ;/ and you will have this Satisfaftion to 
your Conſcience that you have endeavour'd it to 
your power by following the beſt method you 
could imagin togive your Cauſe its due advan- 
tage, in caſe it can bear\ that Teſt; that is, in 
caſe it be Truth. And. if it cannot bear it, that 
Is, if it be no Truth, *tis your own beſt Advan- 
tage by this ſtrict procedure to have diſcover'd 
it. Your Judicious Readers alſo that look feri- 
oufly for ſatisfaction, will reſt much edify'd and 


_ thankfull for your purſuing that Method which 


is likely toſave them a great deal of fruitleſs 
pains in reading multitudes of books writ in a 
looſe way, whence no Concluſion or Sitisfattion- 
15 likely to reſult, | 
8. My fifth requeſt, and I hope 'tis juſt and 
reaſonable, is thisz that, if you conceive your 
Diſcourſe has made good the Certainty of Writ- 
ten Authorities or quoted Teſtimonies, without 
Tradition, (which I ſee isi-mpoſlible,) and hence 
re ends l you 
a 


. (i22 ) 
you make account you have title to produce 
them-againſt Tradition's Certainty, (That being 
the matter in hand) and therefore you reſolve 
to purſue the way of Citing Authoursz you 
., would then be pleaſ'd to vouch your Citations 

to have truly in thei the nature of Teſtimonies; 
that is, to be built on Sexſble Knowledge, and 
not on Speculative, or Opinion in the Authour 
alledg'd, and that they fall under none of 
Dr. Pierce's faulty or Inconcluſive Heads ; or 
elſe ſhow they are Conclufive though thus Fau]- 
ty, which is done by confuting my Grounds laid 
in my Firſt Appendix. . 6, 7, 8. Or, laſtly, to 


declare,that though thus Faulty and Inconclulive | 


they ought ſtil] to bealledg d; and to give your 
reaſon for it z which, candidly ſpoken oat, 1am 


ſure will be this, that you muſt either produce 


ſuch, or none. I hope all our ingeauous Rea- 
ders will think me very reaſonable, who am 
well contented with any thing which 1s fpoke 
out expreſsly and deciaratively of what zzethod 
or way of Satisfying you take; and onely delire 
you would not quote: and ſpeak confuſedly and 
Zn common, as if you meant to perſuade your 
Readers that your diſcourſe has in it ſome 
ſtrange force tak-n iv 1ne bulk, though you 
will veuch no one particular piece of it to be 
Certain; or, asif you ſuppos'd their reaſons were 
to be amaz d and ſtupity'd meerly at the vene- 
rable Names of Authors and the folemnity ofa 
diverſe-letter'd, or diverſe-languag'd quotation, 

| b without 
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. upon rational grounds they muſt be fuchy 


r3: 
without clearing to their Judgements the v:riue 
by which ſuch Citations can pretend to have 
force able to ſubdue their underſtandings to Af 
ſent, or (which is all one) ſatisfy them. If you re- 
fuſe to do me. reaſon in this point, and ſtill reſolve 
to purſue the huddling together Teſtimonies 


without warranting their Certainty by m—_— 
ſhall declare beforehand to my Readers, that I 
muſt be forc't to do right to my ſelf; whieh-is, 
to rank all your Teſtimonies under Dr..Pzerce's - 
Faulty Heads, and ſo let them go as they are. 

9. Particularly, I beg the Juſtice of you not 
to think to over-bear me with the conceiv'd Au- 
thority of other Divines- reſolving Faith in their 
Speculative Thoughts after another manner than 
I do: fince this can onely tend to ſtir up Invidi- 
ouſneſs againſt my perlon( which yet their charity 
ſecures me from) and not -any wayes: to invali- 
date my diſcourſe. For.,every one knows tis no 
news Divines ſhould differ 12 their way of ex- 
plicating their Tenet, which they both notwith- 
ſtanding hold never the leſs firmly 5 and every: 
learned mari underſtands that the word Divize, 
porting a man of Skzl/ or Knowledge in ſuch a.. 
n.atter , no Divine has any Authority but from 
the Goodneſs of the Proofs or Reaſons he bxings 
and on which he builds that Skill. Pleaſe then 
co bring, not the empty pretence of a Divines 
Authority or Name to oppoſe me with, and I 


thall ficely give you leave to make uſe ofthe 7:r- 
fue 


| (14 
3xe of their Authorities, that is their Reaſons a- 
aint me as much as you will. I eaſily yeeld to 
thoſe great diſcourſers, whoever they be, a pre- 
cedencyin other Speculations and Knowledges, 
to which they have been more addicted, and for 
Which they have been better circumſtanc-t;z In 
this one'of the Ground of Faith , both my much 
Practice, "my particular Application , my Diſ- 
eouvſes with our nations belt Wits of all ſorts,my 
| pervfing/our late acute Adverſaries and the An- 
fvers to-them, with other Circumſtances; and 
laſtly; *my ſerious and induſtrious ſtudying the 
Point , /join'd. with the clearing Method God's 
Providence has led me to, have left me (as far 
as I know) in no diſadvantage. What would 
avail you againſt me and our Church too { for 
my Intereſt as defending Tradition is indiflolubly 
lIinke with Hers) 1s, to ſhow that our Church 
proceeds not on Tradition , or that in Her 
Definitions She profefles to reſolve Faith an- 
other way -rather than mine, or ( which 1s 
equivalent) to rely on ſomthing elſe more firm- 
ly and fundamentally than on Tradition. But 
the moſt expreſs and manifold Profeſſion of 
the Council of Trex? to rely conſtantly on Tradi- 
tion, has ſo put this beyond all poſtible Cavil on 
my fide, that I neither fear your Skill can ſhow 
my Grounds in the leaſt ſubcontrary to hers, nor 
the Goodneſs of any Learned and conſidering 
Catholik (however ſome may conceive the In- 
fllibiliry of the Churchplac't 4d 4bnndantian 


PO OS PO Ee on ET — ms wg 7 i ee [—F] 


1: 


Is 
in ſomthing elſe) will or can eyer diſlike it. Tex- 
pet you may go about to diſgrace my Way as 
ew : But T muſt ask, whether you mean the ſ#b- 

ance of it is zew, or onely that 'tis now deeper 
look't into and farther explicated than formerly: 
If you fay the former, my Conſent of Authorities 
(p-126, 127, ec.) has clearly ſhown the contra- 
ry; and common ſenſe tells us no other way was 
or could be poſfibly taken (for the Generality of 
the Church at leaſt) in Primitive times till Scrip- 
ture was publiſht univerſally and collected : If 
the later, pleaſe to reflect, hike every farther Ex-_ 
plication or Declaration,as far as 'tisfarther,muſt 
needs be ew; and ſo, inſtead of diſgracing us, 
you moſt highly commend our reaſons for draw- 
ing conſequences farther than others had done 

/before us. Again, if it be onely a farther Explz- 
cation,'tis for that very reaſon zot-xew 3' ſince the 
Sence of the Explication is the ſame with the thing 
explicated 3 As *tisonely an Explication,then'tis 

2ot-new z, as farther, *tis indeed zew, but withal 

innocent, nay commendable. But there are three 
things more to be ſaid on occaſion of this object- 
ing Catholik Divines 3 One is, that, taking Tra- 
dition for the living voice of the preſent Church 
as I conſtantly declare my ſelf to do , not one 

Catholick does or candeny itz for he would eo 

7pſo become no-Catholick but an Arch-heretick; 

and this all acknowledge. In the thing explica- 
red then, that is, in the notion of Tradition all 

1gree with me (and conſequently in the 1" 

Wy" 
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of my Explication ) nor 5) any do otherwiſe,ex- 
cept they be equivocated in the Word Tradition 
and miſtake my meaning, which I conceive none 
will do. wiltully after they haye, read here my 
declarationof it fo unmiſtakably laid down. The 
{ſecond thing is,that an Alledger of thoſe Divines 
will onely.,quote their Words as Speculaters, not 
thoſe in which they deliver themſelves naturally 
as Chriſtians or Believers 3 which Sayings were 
they collected, we ſhould finde them unanimouſ- 
ly ſounding to my advantige,and not one of them 
oppolitely. And, laſtly, ſpeaking ofour Explica- 
_ tjonastdits #22arxer, Divines contradict one ano- 
\ ther ur other: kinds of Explications, but not one 

Author-can be alledged that ex prefly contradicts 
thiswhich I follow. - 

.To:Myſpth requelt js,that you would ſpeak to 
the mam of my Book, ad not catch at ſome'odd 
words, 'on the by as it were : Otherwite, un- 
der{tanding Readers will ſee this is not to an{wer, 
but to cavil. 

11. And, becauſe we are < [ hope) both of us 
endeavouring to clear Truth (I am ſure we ought 
to be lo ) therefore, to acquit your ſelf to your 
Readers that you ingenuouſly aim at it, I con- 
ceive you will do your {elf a great deal of right, 
and me but reaſon, nay (* which is yet weightier) 
do the common Cauſe beſt ſervice, if you wil! 
joyn with me to retrench our. Controverſie as 
much as wecan, Let us then avoid all Rheto- 


xical Digreſſions and Aﬀectations of Witty _ 
ne 
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fine Languagez which I have declin'd' in my 
whole Book, and choſena plain downright man- 
nerof Expreſiion, as moſt ſfutable and connatu- 
tural to expreſs Truth. Likewiſe all Repetitions 
of what particulars others have ſaid or anſwer'd 
before us, ſuch as are the Objections made by 
that ingenious perſon, the L. Faukland, and the 
Anſwers given them in the Apology for Traditi- 
on 3 unleſs it be conceiv'd thoſe Solutions are in- 
ſufficient, and Reaſons be offer d why they are 
judg'd ſo. For I conceive it an endleſs folly to 
tranſcribe and reprint any thing others have done 
before us, except it be Grounds which ought to 
be oft inculcated and ſtuck to ; and thoſe parti- 
culars which we ſhow to be not yet invalidated, 
but to preſerve {till thetr ſtrength. Much leſs 
doI ſuſpect it can fall under the thought of one 
who aims to diſcourſe rationally ( fach my An- 
{werer ought to be ) to rake togetheral! the hlth 
and froth of the unwarrantable Actions or: Opt- 
nions of ſome in the Church, or to run on end- 
lefly with multitudes of inveCtive & invidious ſay- 
ings on his own head without proof; & then apply 


them to the Church, as does the Diſlwader. It 
would alſo very much conduce to the bringing. 


our ditferences to a narrower compaſs if you 
would candidly take my Book endwayes, and 
declare whatin it is evident, and ſo to be allow- 
ed; whatnot : What Principles are well laid or 


Conſequences right drawn 3 and whatare other-- 
. wiſe: To requite which favours, I promiſe the 
TO. B 


ſame 
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ſame Carriage in my Reply to you. By' this 
means jt will be quickly diſcover'd whether or 
no you have overthrown my Diſcourfe by ſhow- 
ing 1t11]- coherent, and how far 'tis faulty 3 that, 
if I cannot clear 1t-:to be connected, I may con- 
teſs my fault and endeavour toamend it. For, 
however I ſee my Grounds Evident, 'yet 1am far 
from judging mv ſelf Infallible in drawing my 
Conſequences ; though I ſee withal the merhou 
] take,. will not ler meerr much; Or,it Ido, mv 
Errour will be eaſily diſcoverable; becauſe I go 
not about to cloud my ſelf in words, but to 
ſpeak out as plain asI can from the nature of 
the Thing. 0 

12. Inthe next placeIearneſtly requeft you, as 
you love Truth, not to ſhuttle of the giving:me 
a full Anſwer, nor to-deſiſt from your Enterpriſe 
(as Theara Certain perſon of great eſteem for his 
learning and prudence has already done) though 
you find ſome difficulty where to faſten upon the 
Subſtantial part of my diſcourſe. There are 
perhaps many difficult paſſages which my. Short- 
neſs forc't me to leave Obſcure 4 Theſe will natu- 
rally occafion miſtake, and Miſtake will breed 
Objections to impagn me with.. - Pleaſe, if 0- 
thers fail, to make uſe of thoſe at leaſt. *Tis 
no diſcredit in you to miſtake 'what's obſcure ; 
ratherit argues a fault in me (did not my circum- 
ſtance of writing Grounds, & onely to Schollers, 
excuſe me ) that T left it ſo; To makeamends 


tor which I promiſe you to render it clear when 
n - 8 O | 
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I ſee where it pinches you or others. ' And on this 
ſcore, owe very particular thanks to Mr Stillnmg. : 
fleet, that by ſpeaking clearly out his thoughts, he:-: 


2ave me a fair occaſion to open: that point he:-- 


impugn'd, I think, upon miſtake of our Tenet. 
I;. If you think ft ſumtimes to argue ad 

hominem. betſure what you build on be either our 

ChurchesTenet or mine;for I am bound to defend 


nothing elle. If then you quote Fathers, fir(t, ſee 


they ſpeakas Fathers, that is as Believers and Wir- 
neſlers; for ſo 'tis evident our Church means 
them by her Expreſſions in the Council] of Trext 5 


as alſo did Antiquity. For both of them con- 


ſtantly alledge and ſtand upon Traditio Patrum, 
not 9pinio Patrum : Next,ſee you bring Conſenſus 
Patrum, or an agreement at leaſt of very many 


of them ſpeaking as Witnetfles , otherwiſe. you. 


will not touch me nor our Church; for ſhe never 
abetted them further. In caſe you bring Coun- 
Cils,it would be very efficacious you would chuſe 
ſuch Teſtimonies (if you can finde them) as [ 
brought from the Council of Trext; that is,fuch 
in which they declare themſelves C or the Cir- 
cuiſtances give it ). they proceed upon their 
Rule of Faith : For, otherwiſe; every one knows 
that Biſhops in a Council have in them, be- 
ſides the Quality of Fazth-Defrmers, thole aiſo of 
Governours, and of the molt Eminent and ſolid 
Divines in God's Church. -It Scripture , you 
muſt make Evident the Certainty of your way of 
arms from it, ere [or our Church thall allow 
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it argumenative. Thus much for Authority. If 
you oppoſe me by my own Principles or Diſcour- 
ſes of my Reaſon, I muſt defend my ſelf as 
well as can. ' One thing on this occafion,I muſt 
mind you of; *tis this , that though you ſhould 
conquer in this way of arguing ad hominem, you 
onely conquer zee as a Diſcourſer, by ſhowing that 


I contradict my ſelf 5 not my Texet : for to prove: 


that falſe, you muſt fix your foot and build your 


- diſcourſe on ſome Certain Ground ; which bare- 


ly my holding it Con which your diſcourſe ad 
hominem relies) cannot make it. You muſt 
bu1Jd then on ſome Grounded Truth if you wall 
go about to overthrow a pretended one. Indeed, 
if you can ſhow Tradition contradicts her ſelf, 
you will do more than miracle, and ſo muſt con- 
quer. - But I fear not the Gates of Hell, much leſs 
Man's wit can prevail againſt that impregnable 


Rock. Onely,I beſeech you bring not as Parallels 


apainſt our Tradition in hand, which is a vaſt and 
ſtrong ſtream, other little petty rivulets: ſprung 
originally from:the Senſations of two or three : 
For, then, as one fide was liable, in a thing not 
known publikly,;to bely their Senſes; ſo the con- 
veyance down of ſuch fleight built Atteſtations 
may caljly be ſe}f-contradiqory. In a word, if 
you will argue, take firſt into your Thoughts the 
nature of the Thing you argue againſt, and then 
fall to work aſſoon as you will. Nuw, if you 
ſhould chance to fay you hold the Savings of Fa- 


thers 3nd Councils C{ome at leaſt, to be Certain, 
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my Reaſon tells me from Principles, that, having 
renounc't Tradition which onely could aſcertain 
them,rationa] nature in you will not let you have 
any hearty conceit of their Convictiveneſs, what- 
ever you pretend ; but that you rawly alledge 
them, and ſo let them go with a valeart quariunt 
valere poſſunt, That therefore we may have 
Jome ſecurity more than your bare word (which 
Experience tells us is now affirmative now nega- 
tive in this point,as it beſt ſutes your Intereſt, or, 
after a pretty Indiffterent manner, halt-one-half- 
tother) that your profeſſion of holding to fuch 
Authorities 1s not hollow-hearted but rooted in 
yourReaſon, *tis juſt your Readers ſhould ex- 
pet you would declare in what the virtue of Cer- 
tifying conſiſts, and that They have this virtue. 
This if you do,. you acquit your ſelf to go to 
work ſolidly, and you offer us fair play in giving . 
us ſome hold of your Reaſon, whereas a com- 
mon Expreſſion gives none. This Procedure alfo 
will ſhow, when apply'd, whether you are Juſti- 
fiable or no for admitting ſome Authorities of 
that nature and rejeCing others, = 

14.My laſt requeſt is, that,if in the courſe of your 
Anſwer you think fit to complain of me for'bring- 
ing Hiſtory and other Proofs heretofore commen- 
ly without more ado admitted, into Incertainty : 
pleaſe to amend the fault you finde, and ſettle 
their Certainty on ſome better Principles than I 
have endeavour'd. In the mean time 'tis Evident 
wy whole Pook Ys at ſettling tLe Certainty of 


all 
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all Authority , by (evidencing the Certainty of 
Firif Authority upon which. the Juredneſs of 
Hiſtory, Fathers, Councils, Chnrch, Faith, nay 
Virtue or Chriſtian Life inuſt all be built. This 
is my way 3 if you judge it incompetent to do 
the Effect ſpoken of, be pleas'd to manifeſt it Un- 
fit and ſhow usa Better, 

15. Perhaps I may have demanded more of 
you in ſome particulars than is due from the ſtrict 
duty of meerly anſwering : in the Schools, a bare 
denial; or diſtinftion is enough for a Reſpondent. 
But I conceive we are not on theſe terms: in regard 
weare not met face to face, where the returns 
of the one to the other can be quick on every 
occaſion. This obliges us, for the Readers ſatii- 
faction,toenlarge our ſelves and bring reaſon for 
everpthing we affirm or deny,-leſt we ſhould be 
thought todo it gratis. And, your caſe here, is 
particularly diſadvantageous : For, if you go 
about to overthrow that on whichT aym to ſhow. 
the Certainty of all Authority built, and yet de- 
clare not on what your ſelf hold them built, 
and, by your faithful promiſe toſhow it ſhortly, 
give them fir6ng:hopes you will perform itz you 
ſend them away very much: diſlatisfy'd either 
with'you or with all the Authority in the world, 
though built on Senſitive Knowledge : Of which 
it being impoſiible Rational Nature ſhould per- 
mit-them to doubt,they mult needs diflike your 
attempt, and have an 11] conceit of. your per- 


Ad 2nce. 
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S1R, Tunderſiand,to my exceeding SatisfaFj- 
on, that multitudes ofthe mo$t Eminent Solid and 
Ingenuons Wits of owr Nation have been diljgext 


peruſers of my Book, Conſider, their eyes, are upon 


, you while you Anſwer , 1 am confident they will 


judge'T have requeſted 0 more of you in ihis Lotter, 
but what's reaſunably due to their and my, ſath- 


fation; and ſo, will look yaur Anſwer ſhould. be 


correſpondent. They are weary of endleſs Conteſts 
about Faith 5 and, ſeeins we are, ot ow contye- 
verting the ſignification of ſome. ambiguoma,.Tefti- 
mony, but penetrating deep into the very bomels-;of 
a'\point which 3s of the greateſt concern inthe wholp 
world; and purſuing (11 a methad likely to decide) 
the clearing of .1t, their expectations are Very much 


erected and attentively obſerving; what will be the 


:ſſne of this rational combat. ':; Fruſtrate not their 
deſrres to fee Trath manifiſted by bringing the Dpe- 
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world (his Cauſe too, if it can bear it) the right 
due in Reaſon, and here demanded, This Sir , if 


you will perform, T (hall lay aſide the remembrance 
of the Juſtice I hape to it, and look upon it purely 
as a Favour and most obligine Civility to him who - 


#, next toTruth's, 
Feb. 6th Your Friend and well-wiſher, 
I665, j..S. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


]* you complain of this Fore-ſtallmp as Ur- 
 Euſaal; aslong as 'tis rational you can have no 
reaſon ro do ſo: and it will appear ſich to him | 
that confiders it. was 'an zrxſual Circumſtance | 
occafion'd it>, 'Tis this : I had endeayour'd to 
bring Controverfie from an Endleſs to a Conclu- 
five Way : and both my Reaſon and Experience 
'made me apprehend my Proteſtant Anſwerer 
. would have ſuch ſtrong Inclinations to bring it 
back into the way of quoting and gloſling Teſti- 
monies (that is, into a wordiſh ſcanning a great |} 
pre all the Libraries in the World) that a f 
nder touch at it in my Book was not forcible 
and expreſs enough to oblige him to take notice 
of it, Having communicated therefore my. 
thoughts with intelligent and ingenuous perſons, 
both Catholiks and Proteſtants,and receiv'd their 
approbation, I reſolv'diand purſu'd it as you ſee ; 
And I hope the manifold Uſefulneſs of it (as 
ſhall be ſeen what way ſoevernow you take upon 
ou of anſwering) will ſufficiently juſtify my 
ON. | E-, 


—=oeeoe 


_ ” 24, "2 _— — OO. ers das A. ns. ns es 
— T $44, 22S? x —_——_— p 
DP» WE. - 979 nn; 6, "FIRE", 
yer mRY_ "5 4 N , T 


